April 13, 2009

The Mayor and Common Council convened in open session in the Municipal Building at 215 Stiger Street, Hackettstown, New Jersey at 7:30 PM on Monday, April 13, 2009.  The meeting opened with a salute to the Flag.

Acting Mayor DiGiovanni announced that this meeting was being held in accordance with the Open Public Meetings Act by:

(1) posting a notice of said meeting on the bulletin board in the lobby of the   

Municipal Building; 

(2) causing a notice of said meeting to be sent to the Daily Record;

(3) furnishing a notice of said meeting to anyone requesting it in accordance with the Open Public Meetings Act; and

(4) filing notice of said meeting with the Town Clerk.

Roll Call Vote:  Present – Councilpersons Bristow, DiGiovanni, DiMaio, 




      Sheldon, Stout and Wallace 
                           Absent – Mayor Lavery 


Acting Mayor DiGiovanni presented a proclamation to St. James Church in recognition of their 150 year anniversary. 
Acting Mayor DiGiovanni presented a proclamation in support of Arbor Day in Hackettstown.
Acting Mayor DiGiovanni presented a proclamation in recognition of Support Our Troops Day in Hackettstown.

Acting Mayor DiGiovanni presented a proclamation in support of the Community Action Partnership.
Acting Mayor DiGiovanni asked if anyone from the public would like to speak at this time.

Reverend Cathy Deats, St. James Episcopal Church, Washington Street, presented a verbal history of the Church and the construction of the new Community Center.

Beth Noble, East Baldwin Street, spoke of the need to enforce the sign ordinance on Main Street.

Motion was made (Sheldon) and seconded (DiMaio) to approve the minutes of the regular meeting held on March 23, 2009 as submitted.
Roll Call Vote:  Yes – Bristow, DiGiovanni, DiMaio, Sheldon, Stout and Wallace

Acting Mayor DiGiovanni opened the public hearing on Ordinance #09-05 entitled, AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWN OF HACKETTSTOWN TO EXCEED THE MUNICIPAL BUDGET APPROPRIATION LIMITS AND TO ESTABLISH A CAP BANK, which was introduced and passed on first reading on March 23, 2009, and offered a copy of the ordinance to anyone who desired a copy.  The title of the ordinance was read aloud and the Town Attorney explained the contents and purpose of the ordinance.  The Town Clerk stated that the Ordinance and the Notice of Hearing were duly published in the Daily Record; and posted on the bulletin board in the lobby of the Municipal Building, and that copies of the ordinance were made available to members of the general public who requested such copies.
April 13, 2009 (continued)

There being no comments from the public, Acting Mayor DiGiovanni closed the public hearing and discussion returned to Council.

Motion was made (Sheldon) and seconded (Stout) that Ordinance #09-05 entitled, AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWN OF Hackettstown TO EXCEED THE MUNICIPAL 
BUDGET APPROPRIATION LIMITS AND TO ESTABLISH A CAP BANK, be adopted on second and final reading and that notice of Final Adoption be published.

Roll Call Vote:  Yes – Bristow, DiGiovanni, DiMaio, Sheldon, Stout and Wallace 

Motion was made (Sheldon) and seconded (Stout) to adopt the following resolution.
WHEREAS, the 2009 Temporary Budget of the Mayor and Council of the Town of Hackettstown, as adopted January 12, 2009, appropriated sufficient funds to cover the Town’s financial obligations for the first three months of the calendar year, and 

WHEREAS, a modification to the statutory budget calendar allowed the town to further extend its temporary budget to cover obligations through April 30, 2009; and

WHEREAS, the 2009 budget will not be adopted by this April 30th date.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Town of Hackettstown that the temporary budget be further extended through June 30, 2009.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the appropriations of the temporary budget be and are hereby increased to one half of appropriations made for all purposes in the budget for the year 2008, excluding appropriations made for debt service, capital improvement fund and public assistance.
Roll Call Vote:  Yes – Bristow, DiGiovanni, DiMaio, Sheldon, Stout and Wallace 

Motion was made (Sheldon) and seconded (Stout) to adopt the following resolution:

Resolution

WHEREAS, the Tax Collector of the Town of Hackettstown has been paid the amount necessary to redeem with interest calculated in accordance with the New Jersey Statues on property known on the Tax Map and in the Tax Duplicate as the following municipal lien:

Block 126, Lob 37

24 Arthur Terrace


Tax Sale Certificate #08-00042


Assessed to:  Rojas, C., Rajas, J. & Rodriguez G.


24 Arthur Terrace


Hackettstown, NJ  07840
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED on this 13th day of April 2009 that the Chief Financial Officer is hereby authorized to issue a check for $19,393.03 to the lienholder:


Crusader Lien Services


179 Washington Lane


Jenkintown, Pennsylvania 19046

Roll Call Vote:  Yes – Bristow, DiGiovanni, DiMaio, Sheldon, Stout and Wallace 

Motion was made (Bristow) and seconded (DiMaio) to approve Check Register #09-06 in the amount of $1,494,802.61.

Roll Call Vote:  Yes – Bristow, DiGiovanni, DiMaio, Sheldon, Stout and Wallace 

April 13, 2009 (continued)

Motion was made (Sheldon) and seconded (DiMaio) to appoint Edward Blas to the position of police officer effective May 1, 2009 at a salary of $51,437.00, step two of the union contract.

Roll Call Vote:  Yes – Bristow, DiGiovanni, DiMaio, Sheldon, Stout and Wallace  

Motion was made (DiMaio) and seconded (Stout) to appoint David Tynan, Jr. to a permanent position of Fire Official.

Roll Call Vote:  Yes – Bristow, DiGiovanni, DiMaio, Sheldon, Stout and Wallace
Motion was made (DiMaio) and seconded (Sheldon) to approve the request from St. James Church to close Moore Street between Washington and Madison Streets on April 26, 2009 from 12:00 PM to 8:00 PM.
Roll Call Vote:  Yes – Bristow, DiGiovanni, DiMaio, Sheldon and Wallace 
                    Abstain – Stout  

Motion was made (Wallace) and seconded (Sheldon) to approve Raffle License #861 for the Church of the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary to hold an off premise raffle, raffle license #862 for the Hackettstown Elementary PTA to hold a an off premise raffle, raffle license #863 for Abilities of Northwest New Jersey to hold a non draw raffle, raffle license #864 for the Cataract Hose Company #1 to hold an on premise 50/50, raffle license #865 for the Tri-County Volunteer Fire Company to hold an on premise 50/50 and bingo license #102 for the American Legion Blue Ridge Post 164 to hold a bingo.
Roll Call Vote:  Yes – Bristow, DiGiovanni, DiMaio, Sheldon, Stout and Wallace
Motion was made (Sheldon) and seconded (Bristow) to authorize the Town Engineer to advertise for bid for the Beatty Street sidewalk project.
Roll Call Vote:  Bristow, DiGiovanni, DiMaio, Sheldon, Stout and Wallace

Motion was made (Sheldon) and seconded (DiMaio) to adjourn this meeting at 8:05 pm.

Roll Call Vote:  Yes – Bristow, DiGiovanni, DiMaio, Sheldon, Stout and Wallace 
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