April 26, 2010

The Mayor and Common Council convened in open session in the Municipal Building at 215 Stiger Street, Hackettstown, New Jersey at 7:30 PM on Monday, April 26, 2010.  The meeting opened with a salute to the Flag.

Mayor Lavery announced that this meeting was being held in accordance with the Open Public Meetings Act by:

(1) posting a notice of said meeting on the bulletin board in the lobby of the   

Municipal Building; 

(2) causing a notice of said meeting to be sent to the Daily Record;

(3) furnishing a notice of said meeting to anyone requesting it in accordance with the Open Public Meetings Act; and

(4) filing notice of said meeting with the Town Clerk.

Roll Call Vote:  Present – Mayor Lavery, Councilpersons Bristow, DiMaio, Sheldon, Stout and
                                          Wallace 


Absent – Councilperson DiGiovanni 

Mayor Lavery asked if anyone from the public would like to speak.  

Ben Svendsen, Church Street, requested Council consider placement of a crossing guard at the intersection of Plane and Washington Streets.

Motion was made (Sheldon) and seconded (Wallace) to approve the minutes of the regular meeting held on April 12, 2010 as submitted.

Roll Call Vote:  Yes – Bristow, DiMaio, Sheldon, Stout and Wallace 

Motion was made (Sheldon) and seconded (Wallace) to approve the minutes of the executive session held on April 12, 2010 as submitted.

Roll Call Vote:  Yes – Bristow, DiMaio, Sheldon, Stout and Wallace 

Motion was made (Sheldon) and seconded (DiMaio) to adopt the following resolution:
Resolution

WHEREAS, the Department of Veterans Affairs has determined that Elmer R. Almadovar, owner of property at Block 109.01, Lot 3, is totally disabled; and
WHEREAS, due to this determination, Mr. Almodovar is not required to pay property taxes; and

WHEREAS, Mr. Almodovar has paid the fourth quarter of 2009 in the amount of $1,094.71.  A refund for the first quarter of 2010 was approved at the April 12, 2010 meeting.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Governing Body to authorize the Chief Financial Officer to refund taxes paid in the fourth quarter 2009 in the total amount of $1,094.71.

Roll Call Vote:  Yes – Bristow, DiMaio, Sheldon, Stout and Wallace 

Motion was made (Sheldon) and seconded (DiMaio) to adopt the following resolution:
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Resolution

WHEREAS, the Tax Collector advises that the subject properties have been assessed by the Tax Assessor as an exempt property for calendar year 2010 and recommends refund of the overpaid amount.  These properties are now owned by the State of New Jersey.
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Governing Body to authorize the Chief Financial Officer to make the following refund of taxes:

Block 42, Lot 1


$5,087.77

Make check payable to:




Chevron USA, Inc



PO Box 285



Houston, TX  77001

Block 42, Lot 2


$2,307.70

Make check payable to:



Chevron USA, Inc.



PO Box 285



Houston, TX  77001

Roll Call Vote:  Bristow, DiMaio, Sheldon, Stout and Wallace 
Motion was made (Sheldon) and seconded (DiMaio) to adopt the following resolution:

Resolution

WHEREAS, the Tax Collector advises of overpayment of taxes for calendar year 2009 due to ax appeal settlement and recommends refund of the overpaid amount.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Governing Body to authorize the Chief Financial Officer to make the following refund of taxes as follows:

Block 129 Lot 17



Amount:  $6,369.00

White Castle Systems, Inc.

c/o Skoloff & Wolfe, PC

295 Eisenhower Parkway

Livingston, NJ 07039

Roll Call Vote:  Yes – Bristow, DiMaio, Sheldon, Stout and Wallace
Motion was made (Sheldon) and seconded (Stout) to adopt the following resolution:

Resolution

WHEREAS, the 2010 Temporary Budget of the Mayor and Council of the Town of Hackettstown, as adopted January 1, 2010, appropriated sufficient funds to cover the Town’s financial obligations for the first three months of the calendar year, and

WHEREAS, a modification to the statutory budget calendar allowed the Town to further extend its temporary budget to cover obligations through April 30th 2010; and

WHEREAS, the 2010 budget will not be adopted by this April 30th date.

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the mayor and Council of the Town of Hackettstown, that the temporary budget be further extended through June 30th 2010.
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that eh appropriations of the temporary budget be and are hereby increased to one half of appropriations made for all purposes in the budget for 
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the year 2009, excluding appropriations made for debt service, capital improvement fund and public assistance.
Roll Call Vote:  Yes – Bristow, DiMaio, Sheldon, Stout and Wallace 

Motion was made (Bristow) and seconded (Wallace) to approve Check Register #10-07 in the amount of $459,508.95.

Roll Call Vote:  Yes – Bristow, DiMaio, Sheldon, Stout and Wallace 

Motion was made (DiMaio) and seconded (Stout) to approve the coin toss application for Cataract Hose Co. #1 to hold a coin toss on June 26 & 27, 2010 at the intersection of Grand Avenue and Beatty Street, coin toss application for Cataract Hose Co. #1 to hold a coin toss on June 26 & 27, 2010 at the intersection of Willow Grove and Cook Street, coin toss application for Cataract Hose Co. #1 to hold a coin toss on November 26, 27 & 28, 2010 at the intersection of Bells Lane and Washington Street and coin toss application for Cataract Hose Co. #1 to hold a coin toss on November 26, 27 & 28, 2010.
Roll Call Vote:  Yes – Bristow, DiMaio, Sheldon and Stout 


        Abstain – Wallace 

Motion was made (Sheldon) and seconded (DiMaio) to have the following areas be designated as “Tow-Away” zones from 8:00 AM to 12 Noon on May 31, 2010.

1. Main Street (Rt. 46) from Grand Avenue to Rt. 182; both sides

2. Willow Grove Street from Rt. 46 to Franklin Street; both sides

3. Franklin Street from Willow Grove Street to Liberty Street; both sides

4. Liberty Street from Rt. 46 to Franklin Street; both sides

5. Washington Street from Valentine Street to Grand Avenue; both sides

6. Washington Street from Warren Street to Bells Lane; both sides
7. Bells Lane from Washington Street to Rt. 182; both sides

8. Rt. 182 (Mountain Avenue) from it’s intersection with Rt. 46 South to the cemetery gates; both sides

9. Victoria Lane – the entire length; both sides

10. Valentines Street from Rt. 46 to Beatty Street; both sides

Roll Call Vote:  Yes – Bristow, DiMaio, Sheldon, Stout and Wallace 

Motion was made (Sheldon) and seconded (Stout) to approve the application for Special Permit for Social Affair for Centenary College to hold the President’s Ball on May 14, 2010.

Roll Call Vote:  Yes – Bristow, DiMaio, Sheldon, Stout and Wallace 

Mayor Lavery appointed Ben Svendsen to the position of Chairperson of the Environmental Commission.
Motion was made (Bristow) and seconded (Stout) to confirm Mayor Lavery’s appointment of Ben Svendsen to the position of Chairperson of the Environmental Commission.

Roll Call Vote:  Yes – Bristow, DiMaio, Sheldon, Stout and Wallace 

Motion was made (Wallace) and seconded (Sheldon) to approve the Special Events License for Centenary College to hold a Commencement Ceremony and to waive the $50.00 application fee.

Roll Call Vote:  Yes – Bristow, DiMaio, Sheldon, Stout and Wallace 
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Motion was made (Sheldon) and seconded (DiMaio) to prepare a resolution in support of NJ Senate Bill S-1004 to be placed on the May 10, 2010 Council agenda.
Roll Call Vote:  Yes – Bristow, DiMaio, Sheldon, Stout and Wallace 

Motion was made (Wallace) and seconded (Sheldon) to adopt the following resolution:
Resolution

BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Common of the Town of Hackettstown:

(1) That the public be excluded from attendance at a portion of this meeting for the reason that the following subject matter will be discussed:

Attorney/Client Privilege
(2) The Mayor and Common Council may exclude the public from the meeting in accordance with Section 7b(7) of the Open  Public Meetings Act, which provides:  any pending or anticipated litigation or contract negotiation or other than in Subsection b(4) herein in which the public body is, or may become a party.  Any matters falling within the attorney/client privilege, to the extent that confidentiality is required in order for the attorney to exercise his ethical duties as a lawyer.
(3) The following is stated in compliance with section 8(b) of the Open Public Act:
The matter discussed in closed session of the governing body will be revealed to the public when the Council has determined what action, if any will be taken.

Roll Call Vote:  Yes – Bristow, DiMaio, Sheldon, Stout and Wallace

The meeting was closed at 8:19 PM and was reopened at 8:26 PM.  The Mayor stated that no formal action was taken by the Council during Executive Session.

Motion was made (Sheldon) and seconded (Wallace) to adjourn this meeting at 8:28 PM.

Roll Call Vote:  Yes – Bristow, DiMaio, Sheldon, Stout and Wallace 
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William Kuster, Jr., Town Clerk

