AUGUST 25, 2009

The regularly scheduled meeting of the Hackettstown Planning Board was called to order by Chairman Gerald DiMaio at 7:30 PM.

The Sunshine Act was read by the Chairman who stated that adequate notice of this regular, public meeting had been provided in accordance with the Open Public Meetings Act by:

1. posting a notice of this meeting on the bulletin board in the Municipal Building;

2. causing said notice to be published in The Daily Record;

3. furnishing said notice to those persons requesting it pursuant to the Open Public Meetings Act; and

4. filing said notice with the Town Clerk of Hackettstown.

Present: DiMaio, Moore, Bristow, Camporini, burke, Stead, Gallo.

Absent: DiMaio, Jr., Conforti.

Also present: Paul Sterbenz, P.E.; John Madden, P.P.; H. Matthew Curry, Esquire.

Regarding the minutes of the July 28, 2009 meeting, Sterbenz amended the third and fourth sentences of the first paragraph on page two to read “. . . should be openly discussed at a Planning Board meeting before any recommendations are made to the Town Council regarding the introduction of the Ordinance.”  and “. . . but the formal public hearing on the proposed Ordinance would be at a Town council meeting.”  Sterbenz amended the second sentence of the next paragraph to read “. . . Reexamination Goals, a concept plan and development program for the property, highlights of the proposed Ordinance, information on the benefits . . .”
On the same page, Sterbenz amended the first sentence in the next to last paragraph to read “. . . developer would develop the property according to his plan.”   On page three, Sterbenz amended the second sentence in the third paragraph to read “Warren County isn’t even listed on the web site.”  On page four, Sterbenz inserted the name Otteau in the blank space.  Finally, in the last sentence of the paragraph that begins with Ryan Cameron, Sterbenz changed the word building to read built.
MOTION was made by CAMPORINI to approve the minutes of the August 25, 2009 meeting, as amended.

SECONDED: MOORE.

Those in favor: Moore, Camporini, Burke, Stead, DiMaio.

Opposed: None.

Abstained: Bristow, Gallo.
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Case #09-08, Allentown SMSA Limited Partnership d/b/a Verizon Wireless

Sterbenz stated there were submissions of additional information made by the applicant, but it didn’t fully rectify the application deficiencies. 

MOTION was made by CAMPORINI to deem the application for Case #09-08, Allentown SMSA Limited Partnership d/b/a Verizon Wireless incomplete, and to carry the notice to the next regular meeting of September 22, 2009.

SECONDED: BRISTOW.

Those in favor: Bristow, Camporini, Burke, Stead, Gallo, Moore, DiMaio.

Opposed: None.

Abstained: None.

Habitat for Humanity Presentation

Present for Habitat for Humanity: Angelo Bolcato, Esquire; Donna Detrick

Bolcato explained the concept behind the Habitat for Humanity.  Bolcato stated the organization is mostly operated by volunteers, funded mostly through donations, and would like to partner with municipalities to help with the COAH obligations.  
Detrick explained the Habitat homes are generally small, but made to fit the needs of the partner family.  Detrick stated the family has to have regular employment, and be able to afford the 30-year mortgage payment.  Also, each adult in the partner family has to volunteer for 250 hours of “sweat equity” in the home.  

Board members asked questions regarding the operation of the Habitat for Humanity, and how it could be incorporated in Hackettstown.  

Discussion – Highlands Element of the Hackettstown Municipal Master Plan

Sterbenz explained this discussion was one of the steps necessary to fulfill the Highlands commitment.  Sterbenz stated the document has been available to the public since August 14, 2009.  Sterbenz further explained the number of lots in Hackettstown located in the preservation area of the Highlands, with the remainder of Hackettstown being located in the Highlands planning area.  Sterbenz stated that approximately 200 acres, or 12 properties, comprise the Hackettstown preservation area, which also coincides with the Conservation District.  Sterbenz explained the Town must now align the Master Plan to match the Highlands plan indicating the preservation area properties.  
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Sterbenz explained the modular approach to the adoption of the Highlands Master Plan, and stated that two modules have already been addressed, with modules three and four being discussed tonight.  Sterbenz explained the two documents before the board: the Highlands Master Plan Element, or supplement to the Hackettstown Master Plan, and the Environmental Resource Inventory.  Sterbenz stated the Highlands Master Plan Element would establish the framework regulations for future development of the 12 properties in the preservation area.

Sterbenz explained the document is basically laid out like a municipal Master Plan document; any many elements are plans that could be inserted in the Master Plan.  Sterbenz explained there are three elements that are required in the municipal Master Plan, but there can be up to fifteen elements.  The three required elements being the Housing Plan, the Land Use Plan, and the Goals and Objectives.  
Sterbenz went through the document, and explained it is an edited model to fit Hackettstown’s requirements.  Sterbenz stated the cross-outs are either errors, or not applicable to Hackettstown.  Sterbenz stated the information applicable to the planning area has been stricken, since at this time Hackettstown is not opting into the entire plan.  

Sterbenz stated a formal hearing would have to be held once approval of the document is received from the Highlands Council.  

Sterbenz explained that it appears COAH entered into an agreement with municipalities that had submitted their letters of intent prior to December 8, 2008, allowing an additional six months for compliance.  Sterbenz stated Hackettstown should fall under the six month allowance, but the compliance deadline would be confirmed with COAH.  
Sterbenz explained there were issues with the mapping that also had to be corrected.  Sterbenz explained the Highlands Council was willing to change mapping for factual errors.  If a municipality suggests map change amendments to its plan that aren’t errors, the Council will consider the matter, but it will take longer.

Lynn Haberkern of W. Moore Street asked what would happen with the planning area.  Sterbenz replied the Environmental Resource Inventory would address the planning area, but the Town hasn’t opted to include the planning area.  

Keith Ryan of Long Valley asked questions regarding the build-out numbers.  Sterbenz explained that each Certificate of Occupancy for the K. Hovnanian development adds 1/5 of a unit to the obligation.

Sterbenz concluded by stated the Town has submitted the notice of intent to conform.

MOTION was made by BRISTOW to adjourn the meeting at 8:45 PM.

SECONDED: MOORE.
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Voice vote: ALL IN FAVOR.

Respectfully submitted,

Patricia D. Zotti, Secretary

