February 14, 2011

The Mayor and Common Council convened in open session in the Municipal Building at 215 Stiger Street, Hackettstown, New Jersey at 7:30 PM on Monday, February 14, 2011.  The meeting opened with a salute to the Flag.

Mayor Lavery announced that this meeting was being held in accordance with the Open Public Meetings Act by:

(1) posting a notice of said meeting on the bulletin board in the lobby of the   

Municipal Building; 

(2) causing a notice of said meeting to be sent to the Daily Record;

(3) furnishing a notice of said meeting to anyone requesting it in accordance with the Open Public Meetings Act; and

(4) filing notice of said meeting with the Town Clerk.

Roll Call Vote:  Present – Mayor Lavery, Councilpersons Bristow, DiGiovanni and 

      DiMaio, 



   Absent – Councilpersons Sheldon, Stout and Wallace

Motion was made (DiGiovanni) and seconded (DiMaio) to approve the minutes of the regular meeting held on January 10, 2011 as submitted.

Roll Call Vote:  Yes – Bristow, DiGiovanni and DiMaio

Motion was made (DiMaio) and seconded (DiGiovanni) to approve the minutes of the budget workshop held on January 22, 2011 as submitted.

Roll Call Vote:  Yes – Bristow, DiGiovanni and DiMaio

Motion was made (DiMaio) and seconded (DiGiovanni) to approve the minutes of the regular meeting held on January 24, 2011 as submitted.

Roll Call Vote:  Yes – Bristow, DiGiovanni and DiMaio

Mayor Lavery opened the public hearing on Ordinance #2011-1 entitled, AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE ORDINANCE FIXING THE SALARY AND OTHER BENEFITS OF CERTAIN OFFICERS AND EMPLOYEES OF THE TOWN OF HACKETTSTOWN, NEW JERSEY, FOR THE YEAR OF 2011, which was introduced and passed on first reading on January 10, 2011, and offered a copy of the ordinance to anyone who desired a copy.  The title of the ordinance was read aloud, and the Town Attorney explained the contents and purpose of the ordinance.   The Town Clerk stated that the ordinance and the Notice of Hearing were duly published in the Daily Record; and posted on the bulletin board in the lobby of the Municipal Building, and that copies of the ordinance were made available tot members of the general public who requested such copies.
There being no comment from the public, Mayor Lavery closed the public hearing and discussion returned to Council.

Motion was made (DiGiovanni) and seconded (DiMaio) that Ordinance #2011-1 entitled, AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE ORDINANCE FIXING THE SALARY AND OTHER BENEFITS OF CERTAIN OFFICERS AND EMPLOYEES OF THE TOWN OF HACKETTSTOWN, NEW JERSEY, FOR THE YEAR OF 2011, be adopted on seconded and final reading and that Notice of Final Adoption be published.

Roll Call Vote:  Yes – Bristow, DiGiovanni and DiMaio 
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Mayor Lavery opened the public hearing on Ordinance #2011-2 entitled, AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE ORDINANCE FIXING THE SALARY AND OTHER BENEFITS OF CERTAIN OFFICERS AND EMPLOYEES OF THE TOWN OF HACKETTSTOWN , NEW JERSEY, FOR THE YEAR OF 2011-FIRE OFFICIAL, which was introduced and passed on first reading on January 24, 2011, and offered a copy of the ordinance to anyone who desired a copy.  The title of the ordinance was read aloud, and the Town Attorney explained the contents and purpose of the ordinance.   The Town Clerk stated that the ordinance and the Notice of Hearing were duly published in the Daily Record; and posted on the bulletin board in the lobby of the Municipal Building, and that copies of the ordinance were made available tot members of the general public who requested such copies.

There being no comment from the public, Mayor Lavery closed the public hearing and discussion returned to Council.

Motion was made (DiGiovanni) and seconded (DiMaio) that Ordinance #2011-2 entitled, AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE ORDINANCE FIXING THE SALARY AND OTHER BENEFITS OF CERTAIN OFFICERS AND EMPLOYEES OF THE TOWN OF Hackettstown, NEW JERSEY, FOR THE YEAR OF 2011-FIRE OFFICIAL, be adopted on seconded and final reading and that Notice of Final Adoption be published.

Roll Call Vote:  Yes – Bristow, DiGiovanni and DiMaio 

Motion was made (Bristow) and seconded (DiMaio) to adopt the following resolution:

Resolution

WHEREAS, the salary ordinance of the Town of Hackettstown was amended to establish a salary range for a part time (Fill in) Technical Assistant to the Construction Official (TACO) by Ord2011-01 adopted on February 14, 2011; and

WHEREAS, the salary range of the part time TACO officer was approved at the range of $15.00 to $25.00 per hour.

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Common Council of the Town of Hackettstown to set the 2011 salary of the part time TACO officer at $15.00 per hour.

Roll Call Vote:  Yes – Bristow, DiGiovanni and DiMaio 

Motion was made (DiGiovanni) and seconded (DiMaio) to adopt the following resolution:
Resolution

WHERAS, THE Salary Ordinance of the Town of Hackettstown was amended to establish a revised salary range for the Fire Official by Ord201-02 adopted on February 14, 2011; and
WHEREAS, the salary range of the Fire Official was approved at the range of $17,000.00 to $30,000.00 per year; and

WHEREAS, the Town Salary Ordinance further provides that the salary range for the Rental Regulation Code Enforcement Officer will be between $4,000.00 and $40,000.00; and
WHEREAS, the same employee will be working as Fire Official and Rental Regulation Code Enforcement Officer.

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Common Council of the Town of Hackettstown to set the 2011 salary of the Fire Official at $17,000.00 per year and the 
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2011 salary of the Rental Regulation Code Enforcement Officer shall be $5,000.00 per year.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the combined duties of the Fire Official and Rental Regulation Code Enforcement Officer shall be a part time position of 19 hours per week and the employee will be treated as a part time employee as provided for in the Town Salary Ordinance and Personnel Policy Manual.
Roll Call Vote:  Yes – Bristow, DiGiovanni and DiMaio 

 Motion was made (Bristow) and seconded (DiMaio) to adopt the following resolution:
WHEREAS, the Town of Hackettstown awarded a contract to Top Line Construction Corporation (“Contractor”) of Somerville, New Jersey in the amount of $913,993.85 to construct sidewalk and streetscape improvements on Main Street between Valentine Street and East Plane Street in the Town of Hackettstown; and

WHEREAS, construction commenced on the project on Monday, July 12, 2010; and

WHEREAS, the Contractor has completed a substantial portion of the work required on the project; and

WHEREAS, the Town has identified further increases and decreases in the qualities of various bid items since construction has advanced on the project; and

WHEREAS, the Town has identified $20,954.76 in increases and $20,954.80 decrease in Change Order 6; and

WHEREAS, the Town wishes to incorporate the above $20,954.76 increase and $20,954.80 decrease in Change Order 6; and

WHEREAS, the net affect based on the dollar amounts for the increases and decreases is that the contract amount will decrease by $0.04; and

WHEREAS, the approval of this change order along will previously approved Change Orders 1, 2, 3, 4 and 5 will decrease the overall contract amount to $962,143.84.

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED BY THE COMMON COUNCIL OF THE TOWN OF Hackettstown, that Change Order 6, which will decrease the overall contract amount from $962,143.88 to $962,143.84 is hereby approved.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Mayor and Town Engineer are hereby authorized to execute Change Order 6  and the Town Engineer is authorized to forward said Change Order 6 upon execution by all parties, including the Contractor, to the New Jersey Department of Transportation’s local aid office in Mt. Arlington; and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that Change Order 6 does include a time extension and that the date of completion for all work as a result of this change order is April 30, 2011.
Roll Call Vote:  Yes – Bristow, DiGiovanni and DiMaio 

Motion was made (DiGiovanni) and seconded (DiMaio) to approve payment #4 in the amount of $230,700.22 to Topline Construction for the Main Street Improvement Project.

Roll Call Vote:  Yes – Bristow, DiGiovanni and DiMaio 

Motion was made (DiMaio) and seconded (DiGiovanni) that Ordinance #2011-03 entitled, AN ORDINANCE OF THE Hackettstown TO EXCEED THE MUNICIPAL BUDGET APPROPRIATION LIMITS AND TO ESTABLISH A CAP BANK, be introduced and passed on first reading and that a public hearing be held thereon and it be 
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considered for final passage at 7:30 PM on Monday, March 14, 2011; the Town Clerk to publish the ordinance together with Notice of Hearing in the Daily Record, to post he ordinance and Notice of Hearing on the bulletin board in the lobby of the Municipal Building, and to the make copies of the ordinance available to the members of the general public who request such copies.
Roll Call Vote:  Yes – Bristow, DiGiovanni and DiMaio 

Motion was made (DiGiovanni) and seconded (DiMaio) to adopt the following resolution:

Resolution

BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Town of Hackettstown that effective February 14, 2011 the following Town Officials are hereby authorized to sign checks where a combination of three principal signature are required:

Michael B. Lavery, William W. Kuster, Jr., Danette Dyer and Paola Reilly

This resolution applies to the following Skylands Community Bank accounts only:

Fire Department Penalty Account

Roll Call Vote:  Yes – Bristow, DiGiovanni and DiMaio 

Motion was made (DiMaio) and seconded (DiGiovanni) to approve the Purchase Order in the amount of $13,072.00 for pool chemicals for 2011 from Buckman’s, Inc.

Roll Call Vote:  Yes – Bristow, DiGiovanni and DiMaio 

Motion was made (DiGiovanni) and seconded (Bristow) to approve check register #2011-02 in the amount of $3,647,215.93.

Roll Call Vote:  Yes – Bristow, DiGiovanni and Sheldon 

Motion was made (DiGiovanni) and seconded (DiMaio) to approve the application for Special Permit for Social Affair for the Hackettstown Fire Department to hold an event on June 11, 2011. 
Roll Call Vote:  Yes – Bristow, DiGiovanni and DiMaio 

Motion was made (DiGiovanni) and seconded (DiMaio) to approve Robert Kuncken, Hackettstown, NJ as a member of the Fire Department.

Roll Call Vote:  Yes – Bristow, DiGiovanni and DiMaio 

Motion was made (DiGiovanni) and seconded (DiMaio) to approve raffle application #933 for St. Mary’s HSA to hold a tricky tray, raffle application #934 for St. Mary’s HSA to hold an on premise 50/50 and raffle application #935 for the Hackettstown Foundation for Educational Excellence to hold a Duck Race.
Roll Call Vote:  Yes – Bristow, DiGiovanni and DiMaio 

Motion was made (Bristow) and seconded (DiMaio) to approve the Special Events Licnese application for Cataract Hose Co. #1 to hold a Truck Housing event on June 11, 2011 and to waive the $50.00 application fee.

Roll Call Vote:  Yes – Bristow, DiGiovanni and DiMaio 
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Motion was made (Bristow) and seconded (DiGiovanni) to approve the Special Events License application for Lowe’s/Hackettstown Police Department to hold the 5th Annual Hackettstown Community Day on October 1, 2011 and to waive the $50.00 application fee.

Roll Call Vote:  Yes – Bristow, DiGiovanni and DiMaio 

Motion was made (Bristow) and seconded (DiMaio) to approve the Special Events License application for the March of Dimes to hold a March for Babies Walk on April 30, 2011 and to waive the $50.00 application fee but to charge Town costs in the amount of $220.00.

Roll Call Vote:  Yes – Bristow, DiGiovanni and DiMaio 
Motion was made (Bristow) and seconded (DiGiovanni) to approve the Special Events License application for the Hackettstown Business Improvement District to hold Hackettstown’s 3rd Annual St. Patrick’s Day Parade on March 13, 2011 and to waive the $50.00 application fee but to charge Town costs in the amount of $2,296.80.

Roll Call Vote:  Yes – Bristow, DiGiovanni and DiMaio 

Motion was made (Bristow) and seconded (DiGiovanni) to approve the Special Events License application for Warren County Regional Chamber of Commerce to hold the 19th Annual Spring Festival on April 29, April 30 and May 1, 2011 and to waive the $50.00 application fee but to charge Town costs in the amount of $6,215.00.

Roll Call Vote:  Yes – Bristow, DiGiovanni and DiMaio 

Motion was made (Bristow) and seconded (DiMaio) to authorize Phase 2 of the Main Street Public Improvement contract to Maser Consulting in an amount not to exceed $50,000.00
Roll Call Vote:  Yes – Bristow, DiGiovanni and DiMaio 

Motion was made (DiMaio) and seconded (DiGiovanni) to adopt the following resolution:
Resolution

WHEREAS, the NJDOT makes funds available to municipalities and counties for road improvement projects through the municipal aid portion of the New Jersey Transportation Trust Fund; 

WHEREAS, the Town Engineer has recommended that the Common Council apply to the New Jersey Department Transportation for discretionary funds that are available under the New Jersey Transportation Trust Fund Authority Act, Fiscal Year 2011 Municipal Aid Program for the purpose of constructing improvements to East Prospect Street between Main Street and Fourth Street in the Town; 
WHEREAS, the Common Council has considered this recommendation;

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the Common Council of the Town of Hackettstown that the Town Engineer be and hereby is authorized to prepare an application and the Mayor and Town Clerk be and hereby are authorized to execute the application for discretionary aid available to municipalities under the New Jersey Transportation Trust Fund Authority Act and the Town Engineer is authorized to submit said application to the District Local Aid Office of the New Jersey Department of Transportation in Mount Arlington for the purpose of constructing improvements to East Prospect Street between Main Street and Fourth Street.
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Roll Call Vote:  Yes – Bristow, DiGiovanni and DiMaio 

Motion was made (DiGiovanni) and seconded (DiMaio) to adopt the following resolution:

Resolution

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE MAYOR AND COMMON COUNCIL OF THE TOWN OF Hackettstown AS FOLLOWS:

(1) That the public be excluded from attendance at a portion of its meeting to be held on February 14, 2011 for the reason that the following subject matter will be discussed:

Tax Appeal

(2) The Mayor and Common Council may exclude the public from the meeting pursuant to section 10:4-12(b) of the Open Public Meetings Law.

(3) Matters to be discussed will be revealed to the public after Council determines action to be taken, if any, and other litigation has been resolved and employees involved contacted.

Roll Call Vote:  Yes – Bristow, DiGiovanni and DiMaio 

The meeting was closed at 7:59 PM and reopened at 8:08 PM.  The Mayor stated that no formal action was taken by the Council during Executive Session.

Motion was made (DiMaio) and seconded (DiGiovanni) to approve the terms of the Valley National Bank tax appeal on Block 119 Lot 102 as outlined in the letter of the Town Attorney dated January 13, 2011.

Roll Call Vote:  Yes – Bristow, DiGiovanni and DiMaio

Motion was made (DiMaio) and seconded (DiGiovanni) to adjourn this meeting at 8:12 PM.

Roll Call Vote:  Yes – Bristow, DiGiovanni and DiMaio 
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