February 28, 2011

The Acting Mayor and Common Council convened in open session in the Municipal Building at 215 Stiger Street, Hackettstown, New Jersey at 7:30 PM on Monday, February 28, 2011.  The meeting opened with a salute to the Flag.

Acting Mayor DiGiovanni announced that this meeting was being held in accordance with the Open Public Meetings Act by:

(1) posting a notice of said meeting on the bulletin board in the lobby of the   

Municipal Building; 

(2) causing a notice of said meeting to be sent to the Daily Record;

(3) furnishing a notice of said meeting to anyone requesting it in accordance with the Open Public Meetings Act; and

(4) filing notice of said meeting with the Town Clerk.

Roll Call Vote:  Present – Councilpersons Bristow, DiGiovanni, DiMaio and Sheldon  



   Absent – Mayor Lavery, Councilpersons Stout and Wallace 

Acting Mayor DiGiovanni presented a proclamation to the Girl Scouts of the United States of America in recognition of their 99th Anniversary.

Acting Mayor DiGiovanni asked if anyone from the public would like to speak at this time. 

Chris Morpeth, 148 East Prospect Street, Hackettstown, advised the Council that the Soccer Blast Tournament will be held this year and they will be submitting their Special Event application shortly.

Motion was made (Sheldon) and seconded (DiMaio) to approve the minutes of the budget workshop held on February 12, 2011 as submitted.

Roll Call Vote:  Yes – Bristow, DiGiovanni, DiMaio and Sheldon
Motion was made (Sheldon) and seconded (Bristow) to approve the minutes of the regular meeting held on February 14, 2011 as submitted.

Roll Call Vote:  Yes – Bristow, DiGiovanni and DiMaio

                    Abstain – Sheldon 

Motion was made (Sheldon) and seconded (DiMaio) that Bond Ordinance entitled, BOND ORDINANCE PROVIDING AN APPROPRIATION OF $366,000 FOR IMPROVEMENTS TO VALENTINE STREET BY AND FOR THE TOWN OF HACKETTSTOWN IN THE COUNTY OF WARREN, NEW JERSEY AND AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE OF $347,000 IN BONDS OR NOTES OF THE TOWN FOR FINANCING PART OF THE APPROPRIATION, be introduced and passed on first reading and that a public hearing be held thereon and it be considered for final passage at 7:30 PM on Monday, March 28, 2011; the Town Clerk to publish the ordinance together with Notice of Hearing in the Daily Record, to post the ordinance and Notice of Hearing on the bulletin board in the lobby of the Municipal Building, and to make copies of the ordinance available to members of the general public who request such copies.

Roll Call Vote:  Yes – Bristow, DiGiovanni, DiMaio and Sheldon 

Motion was made (Sheldon) and seconded (DiMaio) to adopt the following resolution:
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Resolution

WHEREAS, the Tax Collector advises of overpayment of taxes for calendar year 2011 due to overpayment of first quarter and recommend refund of the overpaid amount.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Governing Body to authorize the Chief Financial Officer to make the refund of taxes as follows:

Block 
  Lot
Assessed to





Amount

119.01
  11
Bresinski, Eric & Melissa



$2,419.29

40
  7.01
Biersbach, Raymond M. && Geraldine 

$1,684.96






Total Check:


$4,104.25

Make check payable to:


Corelogic Real Estate Tax Service


PO Box 961250


Fort Worth, TX 76161-9887

Roll Call Vote:  Yes – Bristow, DiGiovanni, DiMaio and Sheldon 

Motion was made (Sheldon) and seconded (DiMaio) to adopt the following resolution:

Resolution

WHEREAS, the 2011 Temporary Budget of the Mayor and Council of the Town of Hackettstown has adopted January 13, 2011 appropriated sufficient funds to cover the Town’s financial obligations for the first three months of the calendar year, and
WHEREAS, a modification to the statutory budget calendar as directed by the Director of the Division of Local Government Services has extended the adoption date.
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Town of Hackettstown that the temporary budget be further extended through April 30, 2011; and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the appropriations of the temporary budget be and are hereby increased by and additional one twelfth of the total appropriations made for all purposes in the budget for the year 2010, excluding appropriations made for debt service, capital improvement fund and public assistance. 

Roll Call Vote:  Yes – Bristow, DiGiovanni, DiMaio and Sheldon 

Motion was made (Sheldon) and seconded (DiMaio) to adopt the following resolution:
Resolution

WHEREAS, 104 Saxton Drive and 114 Saxton Drive are deed restricted affordable housing units; and

WHEREAS, the Town’s Affordable Housing Ordinance prohibits the sale of affordable housing units except to income qualified households certified by the Town’s Administrative Agent, the Housing Affordability Service (HAS) in the New Jersey Housing and Mortgage Finance Agency within the New Jersey Department of Community Affairs; and
WHEREAS, the Town has been notified by HAS by letter dated February 11, 2011 that they have marketed the unit, but have been unable to refer a certified eligible household to the Seller; and
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WHEREAS, the Seller of the unit under local ordinance and State Law may submit a hardship waiver request to permit the Seller to sell the property to a Buyer they locate that exceeds the requisite income levels by eighty (80%) percent provided that the affordable housing restrictions remain in effect for future Buyers provided the Town is given the option to purchase the unit.  
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Common Council of the Town of Hackettstown as follows:

1. The Town waives the right to purchase 114 Saxton Drive for the maximum resale price of $63,180.00 to identify an income eligible household.

2. The Town waive the right to purchase 104 Saxton Drive for the maximum resale price of $91,784.00 or to identify an income eligible household.
3. The waiver is conditioned on the COAH deed restrictions and the affordability controls remaining in place on the property.

Roll Call Vote:  Yes – Bristow, DiGiovanni, DiMaio and Sheldon 
Motion was made (Sheldon) and seconded (Bristow) to approve payment to NJ Transit in the amount of $16,597.40 for theBeatty Street Pedestrian Gate Improvements.
Roll Call Vote:  Yes – Bristow, DiGiovanni, DiMaio and Sheldon 

Motion was made (Bristow) and seconded (DiMaio) to approve Check Register #2011-03 in the amount of $290,925.90.
Roll Call Vote:  Yes – Bristow, DiGiovanni, DiMaio and Sheldon 

Motion was made (Sheldon) and seconded (Bristow) to approve the taxi cab driver’s license for Milton Caceres.

Roll Call Vote:  Yes – Bristow, DiGiovanni, DiMaio and Sheldon 

Motion was made (Sheldon) and seconded (Bristow) to deny the taxi cab driver’s license for Miguel F. Caceres.

Roll Call Vote:  Yes – Bristow, DiGiovanni, DiMaio and Sheldon 

Motion was made (Sheldon) and seconded (Bristow) to adopt the following resolution:

Resolution
BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Common Council of the Town of Hackettstown that the annual salary for the Superintendent of the Department of Public Works is hereby amended to $70,000.00 per year effective January 1, 2011.

Roll Call Vote:  Yes – Bristow, DiGiovanni, DiMaio and Sheldon 

Motion was made (Bristow) and seconded (DiMaio) to reaffirm all actions taken by the Mayor and Council on February 14, 2011 are hereby confirmed and approved.
Roll Call Vote:  Yes – Bristow, DiGiovanni, DiMaio and Sheldon 

Motion was made (Bristow) and seconded (DiMaio) to approve the Special Events Application license for Centenary College to hold an Earth Day Celebration, to waive the $50.00 application fee but to deny the closure of portions of Jefferson and Church Streets.
Roll Call Vote:  Yes – Bristow, DiGiovanni, DiMaio and Sheldon 
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Motion was made (Bristow) and seconded (Sheldon) to approve the application for Special Permit for Social Affair for the United Way of Northern New Jersey Warren County to hold a Networking Reception on April 14, 2011.

Roll Call Vote:  Yes – Bristow, DiMaio and Sheldon

                    Abstain – DiGiovanni 

Motion was made (Bristow) and seconded (Sheldon) to approve the Coin Toss application for the Cataract Hose Co. #1 to hold a coin toss on November 25, 2011 and November 26, 2011.

Roll Call Vote:  Yes – Bristow, DiGiovanni, DiMaio and Sheldon 

Motion was made (Sheldon) and seconded (DiMaio) to accept, with regret, Councilman Paul Wallace’s resignation effect March 14, 2011 at noon.  

Roll Call Vote:  Yes – Bristow, DiGiovanni, DiMaio and Sheldon 

Motion was made (DiMaio) and seconded (Sheldon) to adjourn this meeting at 7:55 PM.

Roll Call Vote:  Yes – Bristow, DiGiovanni, DiMaio and Sheldon 
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