March 14, 2011

The Mayor and Common Council convened in open session in the Municipal Building at 215 Stiger Street, Hackettstown, New Jersey at 7:30 PM on Monday, March 14, 2011.  The meeting opened with a salute to the Flag.

Mayor Lavery announced that this meeting was being held in accordance with the Open Public Meetings Act by:

(1) posting a notice of said meeting on the bulletin board in the lobby of the   

Municipal Building; 

(2) causing a notice of said meeting to be sent to the Daily Record;

(3) furnishing a notice of said meeting to anyone requesting it in accordance with the Open Public Meetings Act; and

(4) filing notice of said meeting with the Town Clerk.

Roll Call Vote:  Present – Mayor Lavery, Councilpersons Bristow, DiGiovanni, DiMaio, 

                                          Sheldon and Stout 

Mayor Lavery presented a proclamation to representatives of Hacketstown, Ireland in recognition of our two Towns being Sister Cities.

Mayor Lavery presented a proclamation in recognition of Poison Prevention Week.

Mayor Lavery asked if anyone from the public would like to speak at this time.

No one wished to speak at this time.

Motion was made (Sheldon) and seconded (DiMaio) to approve the minutes of the budget workshop meeting held on February 26, 2011 as submitted.

Roll Call Vote:  Yes – Bristow, DiGiovanni, DiMaio and Sheldon 

                    Abstain – Stout 

Motion was made (Sheldon) and seconded (DiMaio) to approve the minutes of the regular meeting held on February 28, 2011 as submitted.

Roll Call Vote:  Yes – Bristow, DiGiovanni, DiMaio and Sheldon

                    Abstain – Stout 

Mayor Lavery opened the public hearing on Ordinance #2011-03 entitled, AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWN OF HACKETTSTOWN TO EXCEED THE MUNICIPAL BUDGET APPROPRIATION LIMITS AND TO ESTABLISH A CAP BANK, which was introduced and passed on first reading on February 14, 2011, and offered a copy of the ordinance to anyone who desired a copy.  The title of the ordinance was read aloud, and the Town Attorney explained the contents and purpose of the ordinance.  The Town Clerk stated that the ordinance and the Notice of Hearing were duly published in the Daily Record; and posted on the bulletin board in the lobby of the Municipal Building, and that copies of the ordinance were made available to members of the general public who requested such copies.
There being no comment from the public, Mayor Lavery closed the public hearing and discussion returned to Council.
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Motion was made (Sheldon) and seconded (DiGiovanni) that Ordinance #2011-03 entitled, AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWN OF HACKETTSTOWN TO EXCEED THE MUNICIPAL BUDGET APPROPRIATION LIMITS AND TO ESTABLISH A CAP BANK, be adopted on second and final reading and that Notice of Final Adoption be published.

Roll Call Vote:  Yes – Bristow, DiGiovanni, DiMaio, Sheldon and Stout 

Motion was made (Sheldon) and seconded (DiGiovanni) to introduce the 2011 municipal budget with the public hearing to be held on April 11, 2011.
Roll Call Vote:  Yes – Bristow, DiGiovanni, DiMaio, Sheldon and Stout 

Motion was made (Sheldon) and seconded (DiMaio) to adopt the following resolution:
Resolution

WHEREAS, K. Hovnanian at Hackettstown II, LLC by letters of December 10, 2010 amended December 30, 2010, has requested the release of the balance of performance guarantees for the completion of site improvements associated with the Hunter’s Brook project and for the Town to accept the public improvements within the development as Town streets; and

Whereas, THE Town Engineer, Paul Sterbenz, has recommended that the release of the performance guarantees not be granted and the streets not be accepted as Town streets as outlined in his letter of January 28, 2011; and

WHEREAS, although the development is substantially complete at this time, there are still outstanding construction site improvements and administrative items as outlined by the Town Engineer in his letter of January 28, 2011; and

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Common Council of the Town of Hackettstown that the Developer’s request for the complete release of the guarantees is denied.  The existing guarantee n the amount of $1,155,182.76 shall remain in place and the streets shall not be accepted until the outstanding items as outlined in the Engineer’s letter of January 28, 2011 are completed and the Mayor and Council have an opportunity to reconsider the requests. 

Roll Call Vote:  Yes – Bristow, DiGiovanni, DiMaio, Sheldon and Stout 

Motion was made (DiGiovanni) and seconded (DiMaio) to approve check register #11-04 in the amount of $1,486,791.25.
Roll Call Vote:  Yes – Bristow, DiGiovanni, DiMaio, Sheldon and Stout 

Motion was made (Bristow) and seconded (Sheldon) to approve raffle license #936 for the Church of the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary to hold an off premise 50/50.  

Roll Call Vote:  Yes – Bristow, DiGiovanni, DiMaio, Sheldon and Stout 

Motion was made (Sheldon) and seconded (DiGiovanni) to deny the taxi cab owner’s license to Carlos Rojas.
Roll Call Vote:  Yes – Bristow, DiGiovanni, DiMaio, Sheldon and Stout 

Motion was made (Sheldon) and seconded (DiMaio) that Ordinance #2011-5 entitled AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE GENERAL CODE OF THE TOWN OF Hackettstown, CHAPTER 7 – BUILDING REGULATIONS, ARTICLE I – UNIFORM CONSTRUCTION CODE, SECTION 7-2 FEES TO AMEND THE SCHEDULE OF PERMIT AND INSPECTION FEES WITHIN THE CONSTRUCTION 
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DEPARTMENT, be introduced and passed on first reading and that a public hearing be held thereon and it be considered for final passage a t7:30 PM on Monday, April 11, 2011; the Town Clerk to publish the ordinance together with Notice of Hearing in the Daily Record, to post the ordinance and Notice of Hearing on the bulletin board in lobby of the Municipal Building, and to make copies of the ordinance available to members of the general public who request such copies. 

Roll Call Vote:  Yes – Bristow, DiGiovanni, DiMaio, Sheldon and Stout 

Motion was made (Bristow) and seconded (Sheldon) to adopt the following resolution:
Resolution

WHEREAS, the Town of Hackettstown Office of Emergency Management has applied for and been awarded State Homeland Security Grant Program Subgrant CFDA #97.042, Award #2011-P110-2108, from the New Jersey State Police Office of Emergency Management, incorporating all conditions and representations contained or made in application and notice of this award; and

WHEREAS, the Subgrant, consisting of a total amount of $10,000.00, including $5,000.00 Federal Award and $5,000.00 Local Matching Funds, which the Hackettstown Office of Emergency Management adequately satisfies through the 2011 Town of Hackettstown approved budget for Division salaries and wages and fringe benefits; and
WHEREAS, it would be in the best interest of the Town of Hackettstown to participate in this initiative and enhance the Town’s ability to prevent, protect against, respond to, and recover from acts of terrorism, natural disasters and other catastrophic events and emergencies.

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Town of Hackettstown does hereby accept this Award and that the Mayor and the Emergency Management Coordinator are hereby authorized to sign certain documents relative to their positions in order to effectuate with the NJ State Police Office of Emergency Management, funding from the FFY 2011 Homeland Security Emergency Management Performance Grant Program.

Roll Call Vote:  Yes – Bristow, DiGiovanni, DiMaio, Sheldon and Stout 

Motion was made (Bristow) and seconded (Sheldon) to approve the Special Event application for Centenary College to hold a Commencement on May 14, 2011, to waive the $50.00 application fee but to charge fees in the amount of $1,198.00 for two police officers.  
Roll Call Vote:  Yes – Bristow, DiGiovanni, DiMaio, Sheldon and Stout 

Motion was made (Bristow) and seconded (Sheldon) to approve the Special Event application for Ed Barricella to hold Cops-N-Rodders Custom & Classic Cruise Night on Thursdays from May 5, 2011 to October 1, 2011.

Roll Call Vote:  Yes – Bristow, DiGiovanni, DiMaio, Sheldon and Stout 

Motion was made (DiMaio) and seconded (Sheldon) to adjust the name of Riverfront Park to Nelson M. Hoyt Riverfront Park.
Roll Call Vote:  Yes – Bristow, DiGiovanni, DiMaio, Sheldon and Stout 

Motion was made (Sheldon) and seconded (DiMaio) to adjourn this meeting at 8:00 PM.
Roll Call Vote:  Yes – Bristow, DiGiovanni, DiMaio, Sheldon and Stout 
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