MARCH 24, 2009
The regularly scheduled meeting of the Hackettstown Planning Board was called to order by Chairman Gerald DiMaio at 7:30 PM.

The Sunshine Act was read by the Chairman who stated that adequate notice of this regular, public meeting had been provided in accordance with the Open Public Meetings Act by:

1. posting a notice of this meeting on the bulletin board in the Municipal Building;

2. causing said notice to be published in The Daily Record;

3. furnishing said notice to those persons requesting it pursuant to the Open Public Meetings Act; and

4. filing said notice with the Town Clerk of Hackettstown.

Present: DiMaio, Moore, Bristow, DiMaio, Jr., Burke, Stead, Conforti, Gallo.

Absent: Camporini.

Also present: Paul Sterbenz, P.E.; John Madden, P.P.; Roger Thomas, Esquire; William Burr, P.E.

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.

Regarding the minutes of the February 24, 2009 meeting, Sterbenz amended the second sentence of the fifth paragraph on page two to read “Staigar explained the parking needs for the residential component would be reduced during the . . .”  Sterbenz amended the second sentence of the third from the bottom paragraph on page five to read “. . . would be present by the 2010 – 2011 school year . . .”
MOTION was made by STEAD to approve the minutes of the February 24, 2009 meeting, as amended.

SECONDED: MOORE.

Those in favor: Moore, Bristow, DiMaio, Jr., Stead, Conforti, Gallo, DiMaio.

Opposed: None.

Abstained: Burke.

MOTION was made by MOORE to approve the resolution for Case #09-04, Centenary College (Reeves Wrestling Room)

SECONDED: BRISTOW.

Those in favor: Bristow, DiMaio, Jr., Stead, Conforti, Gallo, Moore, DiMaio.

Opposed: None.

Abstained: None.
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MOTION was made by STEAD to approve the resolution for Case #09-03, Centenary College (Parking Expansion)

SECONDED: DI MAIO, JR.

Those in favor: DiMaio, Jr., Stead, Conforti, Gallo, Moore, Bristow, DiMaio.

Opposed: None.

Abstained: None.
Case #09-05, Mars Snackfood US, LLC (peanut roaster)
Present for the applicant: Richard Giuditta, Esquire; Tim Bieber, P.E.; Alex Castle, P.E.

Conforti recused himself from hearing the application.

Giuditta stated the applicant is very excited for this application, and it shows their commitment to Hackettstown and the product.  

While discussing the waiver requests, Bieber stated the area has been previously developed thus the requirement for an EIS could be waived.  The 60-year title search would be provided at a later date.  Bieber stated the loading dock would be reconfigured, but they didn’t anticipate any real land disturbance.  

Sterbenz stated that a full sealed set of drawings had been received, and felt it was acceptable to waive the requirement for the EIS.  Sterbenz stated the project was a small one, and located in an area away from the highway, and thought it was acceptable to accept the other waiver requests as well.  

MOTION was made by MOORE to deem the application for Case #09-05, Mars Snackfood US, LLC (peanut roaster) administratively complete.  

SECONDED: DI MAIO, JR.

Those in favor: Burke, Stead, Gallo, Moore, Bristow, DiMaio, Jr., DiMaio.
Opposed: None.

Abstained: None.

Zotti raised the issue of notice of those within 200’ of the property.  It appeared the certified list obtained from the Tax Assessor’s office was noticed properly, but it appeared the properties within 200’ and across High Street from the subject property were omitted from the list.  Zotti indicated a board member’s home was within 200’, and his address was not on the list.  

Curry stated it was his opinion that, while the statute was met by the applicant, the applicant should obtain a corrected list from the Tax Assessor’s office and re-notice for the next meeting.  
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Stead recused himself from the hearing.

Giuditta stated the applicant had met their notice responsibility by relying on the certified list supplied by the Tax Assessor’s office.  Curry agreed, but since the matter was raised, it would be in the best interest for all to re-notice.

Sterbenz suggested the board hear the case, have a draft resolution prepared, the applicant re-notice, open the hearing, and memorialize the resolution at the next meeting.  Sterbenz indicated no time would really be lost.  

Bieber explained the proposed construction of the addition that would house the peanut roaster.  Bieber stated a concern was the Category I stream, but stated the applicant has already obtained a “permit by rule” for the construction in an already disturbed area.  
Bieber continued to address the comments made by Sterbenz in his report.  

Castle addressed the COAH obligation, and stated they fell with Exception #6 of the COAH rules, and thus the scarce resource restraint was not applicable.  

Sterbenz further explained the COAH application process, and agreed the applicant was covered by item number six of the list of exemptions.  

William Conforti of 123 Deerfield Drive asked if the walkway from the parking lot to the plant was being eliminated.  Bieber stated it would be replaced.  
There were no further questions or comments from the audience.  The public portion of the hearing was closed.

Giuditta asked for the board to vote on the matter.  Curry stated a draft resolution at this point would allow for a clarification of the certified list from the Tax Assessor’s office.  Giuditta stated the applicant met the jurisdictional obligation by noticing those on the certified list issued by the Tax Assessor’s office.  If there was an error in notice, stated Giuditta, it is on the side of the Town. 

The Chairman agreed with the above statements, but indicated the normal procedure was to have completeness at the first meeting, and the public hearing at the next meeting.  By allowing a clarification of the certified list and drafting a resolution for the next meeting there is no time lost.  
MOTION was made by DI MAIO, JR. to authorize the attorney to prepare an approving resolution for Case #09-05, Mars Snackfood US, LLC (peanut roaster) granting preliminary and final major site plan approval, subject to the comments in Sterbenz’ report.

SECONDED: MOORE.
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Conforti and Stead returned to the board.  

Under old business, Madden stated some members of the Planning Board and Ordinance Review Committee met and discussed the Housing Plan.  Madden stated the Town should seek a plan that has minimal impact on the Town, and the least number of units.  Madden stated it was his opinion that a Fiscal Impact Study should be done, and also wait for the Highlands build out study to be done.  

Sterbenz stated the Town has begun the process for the Highlands plan conformance. Sterbenz explained the process is a seven-phase process, and Hackettstown has 12 properties in the preservation area with the remainder of Town being in the planning area.  Sterbenz stated it has to be determined what the remaining vacant land can support in the way of future growth.  

MOTION was made by MOORE to adjourn the meeting at 8:25 PM.

SECONDED: DI MAIO, JR.

Voice vote: ALL IN FAVOR.

Respectfully submitted,

Patricia D. Zotti, Secretary
