March 9, 2009

The Mayor and Common Council convened in open session in the Municipal Building at 215 Stiger Street, Hackettstown, New Jersey at 7:30 PM on Monday, March 9, 2009.  The meeting opened with a salute to the Flag.

Mayor Lavery announced that this meeting was being held in accordance with the Open Public Meetings Act by:

(1) posting a notice of said meeting on the bulletin board in the lobby of the   

Municipal Building; 

(2) causing a notice of said meeting to be sent to the Daily Record;

(3) furnishing a notice of said meeting to anyone requesting it in accordance with the Open Public Meetings Act; and

(4) filing notice of said meeting with the Town Clerk.

Roll Call Vote:  Present – Mayor Lavery, Councilpersons Bristow, DiGiovanni, DiMaio, 




      Sheldon and Wallace 


                            Absent – Stout 

Mayor Lavery asked if anyone from the public would like to speak at this time.

No one wished to speak at this time.

Motion was made (Sheldon) and seconded (DiMaio) to approve the minutes of the regular meeting held on February 23, 2009 as submitted.  

Roll Call Vote:  Yes – Bristow, DiGiovanni, DiMaio, Sheldon and Wallace 

Motion was made (Sheldon) and seconded (DiGiovanni) to approve the minutes of the executive session held on February 23, 2009 as submitted.

Roll Call Vote:  Yes – Bristow, DiGiovanni, DiMaio, Sheldon and Wallace 

Mayor Lavery opened the public hearing on Ordinance 09-03 entitled, AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE GENERAL CODE OF THE TOWN OF Hackettstown, CHAPTER 8, ARTICLE 5 – TAXICABS TO AMEND THE LICENSING REQUIREMENTS FOR TAXICABS, and offered a copy of the ordinance to anyone who desired a copy.  The titled of the ordinance was read aloud and the Town Attorney explained the contents and purpose of the ordnance.  The Town Clerk stated that the ordinance and the Notice of Hearing were duly published in the Daily Record and posted on the bulletin board in the 
lobby of the Municipal Building and that copies of the ordinance were made available to members of the general public who requested such copies.
There being no comments from the public, Mayor Lavery closed the public hearing and discussion returned to Council.

Motion was made (Wallace) and seconded (Sheldon) to adopt ordinance #09-03 entitled, AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE GENERAL CODE OF THE TOWN OF Hackettstown, CHAPTER 8, ARTICLE 5 – TAXICABS TO AMEND THE LICENSING REQUIREMENTS FOR TAXICABS be adopted.
Roll Call Vote:  Yes – Bristow, DiGiovanni, DiMaio, Sheldon and Wallace 

Motion was made (Sheldon) and seconded (DiGiovanni) that applicants for taxi driver’s license shall provide, at their costs, a criminal history fingerprint identification record from the FBI.  Applicants are advised that the procedure to secure such record is available at:  http://www.fbi.gov/hq/cjisd/fquest.htm.

March 9, 2009 (continued)

Roll Call Vote:  Yes – Bristow, DiGiovanni, DiMaio, Sheldon and Wallace 

Mayor Lavery opened the public hearing on Ordinance #09-04 entitled, AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE GENERAL CODE OF THE TOWN OF Hackettstown, CHAPTER 2 – ADMINISTRATIVE CODE, ARTICLE 3 – DEPARTMENTS, SECTION 2-28 – POLICE DEPARTMENT TO CLARIFY THE ESTABLISHMENT OF SAID DEPARTMENT, and offered a copy of the ordinance to anyone who desired a copy.  The title of the ordinance was read aloud and the Town Attorney explained the contents and purpose of the ordinance.  The Town Clerk stated that the ordinance and the Notice of Hearing were duly published in the Daily Record and posted on the bulletin board in the lobby of the Municipal Building, and that copies of the ordinance were made available to members of the general public who requested such copies.
There being no comments from the public, Mayor Lavery closed the public hearing and discussion returned to Council.

Motion was made (Wallace) and seconded (Sheldon) that ordinance #09-04 entitled, AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE GENERAL CODE OF THE TOWN OF Hackettstown, CHAPTER 2 – ADMINISTRATIVE CODE, ARTICLE 3 – DEPARTMENTS, SECTION 2-28 – POLICE DEPARTMENT TO CLARITY THE ESTABLISHMENT OF SAID DEPARTMENT, be adopted.
Roll Call Vote:  Yes – Bristow, DiGiovanni, DiMaio, Sheldon and Wallace
Motion was made (Sheldon) and seconded (Wallace) to request the HMUA to fund a $1,500.00 Wastewater Management Map update and if unsuccessful to use Maser Consulting at a cost not to exceed $300.00.
Roll Call Vote:  Yes – Bristow, DiGiovanni, DiMaio, Sheldon and Wallace

Motion was made (Sheldon) and seconded (DiMaio) that Maser Consulting, P.A. is authorized to proceed with the Highlands Initial Assessment work at a maximum fee of $15,000.00 as outlined under their proposal dated March 3, 2009 subject to the following conditions:

1. All work must be competed and the Initial Grant Report, RMP updates and deliveries and Initial Assessment Grant Report Addendum shall be filed within three (3) months after the execution of the Grant Agreement by the Highlands Council.
2. Maser agrees to supply invoices and certifications and cooperate in any means required to receive reimbursement by the Highlands Council.

3. Maser agrees not to conduct any work that will not be reimbursed by the Grant unless specifically authorized by the Mayor and Common Council.

Roll Call Vote:  Yes – Bristow, DiGiovanni, DiMaio, Sheldon and Wallace 
Motion was made (Sheldon) and seconded (DiMaio) that Maser Consulting, P.A. is authorized to proceed with Highlands Plan Conformance work at a maximum fee of $50,000.00 as outlined under their proposal dated March 3, 2009.
1. All work must be completed in a timely manner to permit submission of a Petition for Substantive Certification with COAH by December 8, 2009.

2. Work is authorized to proceed under Modules 1 and 2.  Master will secure approval from the Mayor and Common Council prior to starting any work or any other module.

3. Maser agrees to supply invoices and certifications and cooperate in any means required to receive reimbursement by the Highlands Council for work on each module.

4. Maser agrees not to conduct any work that will not be reimbursed by the Grant unless specifically authorized by the Mayor and Common Council.

March 9, 2009 (continued)

Roll Call Vote:  Yes – Bristow, DiGiovanni, DiMaio, Sheldon and Wallace 

Motion was made (Sheldon) and seconded (Wallace) to adopt the following resolution:
Resolution

WHEREAS, the Tax Collector advises of overpayment of taxes for calendar year 2009 due to a merger of properties and recommends refund of the overpaid amount.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Governing Body to authorize the Chief Financial Officer to make the following refund of taxes:

Block 119, Lot 44


$363.65

Make check payable to:


Hildebrant, Charles W. & Deborah G.


14 The Trail South


Hackettstown, NJ  07840

Roll Call Vote:  Yes – Bristow, DiGiovanni, DiMaio, Sheldon and Wallace

Motion was made (Sheldon) and seconded (Wallace) to adopt the following resolution:
Resolution

WHEREAS, the 2009 Temporary Budget of the Mayor and Council of the Town of Hackettstown, as adopted January 12, 2009 appropriated sufficient funds to cover the Town’s financial obligations for the first three months of the calendar year, and
WHEREAS, a modification to the statutory budget calendar as directed by the Director of the Division of Local Government Services will prevent the Town from adopting its budget by March 20th.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Town of Hackettstown, that the temporary budget be further extended, and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the appropriations of the temporary budget be and are hereby increased by an additional one twelfth of the total appropriations made for all purposes in the budget for the year 2008, excluding appropriations made for debt service, capital improvement fund and public assistance.

Roll Call Vote:  Yes – Bristow, DiGiovanni, DiMaio, Sheldon and Wallace 

Motion was made (DiMaio) and seconded (Sheldon) to make the appointment of James O’Connor as the Fire Protection Subcode Official permanent.

Roll Call Vote:  Yes – Bristow, DiGiovanni, DiMaio, Sheldon and Wallace 

Motion was made (DiGiovanni) and seconded (Bristow) to approve Check Register #09-04 in the amount of $1,334,066.94.

Roll Call Vote:  Yes – Bristow, DiGiovanni, DiMaio, Sheldon and Wallace 

Motion was made (Sheldon) and seconded (Wallace) to approve raffle license #853 for the Hackettstown First Aid & Rescue Squad to hold a calendar raffle, raffle license #854 for the Ice Crystals Figure Skating Club to hold an off premise 50/50 and raffle license #855 for the Ice Crystals Figure Skating Club to hold an on premise 50/50.
Roll Call Vote:  Yes – Bristow, DiGiovanni, DiMaio, Sheldon and Wallace 

March 9, 2009 (continued)

Motion was made (Sheldon) and seconded (DiMaio) to send a letter of financial support to various businesses that benefit from Ridership.

Roll Call Vote:  Yes – Bristow, DiGiovanni, DiMaio, Sheldon and Wallace 

Mayor Lavery appointed Donald Farino, Esquire to the position of Deputy Public Defender for 2009.

Motion was made (Sheldon) and seconded (DiGiovanni) to confirm Mayor Lavery’s appointment of Donald Farino, Esquire to the position of Deputy Public Defender for 2009.

Roll Call Vote:  Yes – Bristow, DiGiovanni, DiMaio, Sheldon and Wallace 

Motion was made (Sheldon) and seconded (DiGiovanni) to approve the special events license application for Sonj Area Three to hold a Song Area Three Track and Field Competition on May 3, 2009 and to waive the $50.00 application fee, the special events 
license application for Ed Barricella to hold a Cops-n-Rodders Custom & Classic Cruise Night every Tuesday during the summer months beginning May 7, 2009, special events license application for March of Dimes to hold a March for Babies Walk on Sunday April 26, 2009, to waive the $50.00 application fee and charge $244.00 in municipal costs, special events license application for the Women’s Health Resources, Inc. to hold a Walk for Life on May 16, 2009 and special events license application for the Warren County 
Regional Chamber of Commerce to hold a 17th Annual Spring Festival on May 1st, May 2nd  and May 3rd, to waive the $50.00 application fee and charge $6,612.00 in municipal costs.
Roll Call Vote:  Yes – Bristow, DiGiovanni, DiMaio, Sheldon and Wallace 

Motion was made (Wallace) and seconded (DiGiovanni) to adopt the following resolution:
Resolution

BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Common Council of the Town of Hackettstown as follows:

(1) That the public be excluded from attendance at a portion of its meeting to be held on March 9, 2009 for the reason that the following subject matter will be discussed:

Personnel Matters

(2) The Mayor and Common Council may exclude the public from the meeting pursuant to section 10:4-12(b) of the Open Public Meetings Law.
(3) Matters to be discussed will be revealed to the public after Council determines action to be taken, if any, and other litigation has been resolved and employees involved contacted.

Roll Call Vote:  Yes – Bristow, DiGiovanni, DiMaio, Sheldon and Wallace 

The meeting was closed at 8:30 PM and reopened at 8:45 PM.  The Mayor stated that no formal action was taken by the Council during Executive Session.

Motion was made (DiGiovanni) and seconded (Sheldon) to appoint Patrick Curtin as Fire Prevention Office Assistant at $10.00 per hour with a maximum of 19 hours per week.

Roll Call Vote:  Yes – Bristow, DiGiovanni, DiMaio, Sheldon and Wallace 

March 9, 2009 (continued)

Mayor Lavery appointed Ben Svendsen to the Environmental Commission with a term expiring December 31, 2011.

Mayor Lavery appointed Councilpersons Sheldon, Wallace and Stout as the Town representatives to the Business Improvement District Board for 2009.
Motion was made (Wallace) and seconded (Sheldon) to adjourn this meeting at 8:48 PM.

Roll Call Vote:  Yes – Bristow, DiGiovanni, DiMaio, Sheldon and Wallace 
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