May 10, 2010

The Mayor and Common Council convened in open session in the Municipal Building at 215 Stiger Street, Hackettstown, New Jersey at 7:30 PM on Monday, May 10, 2010.  The meeting opened with a salute to the Flag.

Mayor Lavery announced that this meeting was being held in accordance with the Open Public Meetings Act by:

(1) posting a notice of said meeting on the bulletin board in the lobby of the   

Municipal Building; 

(2) causing a notice of said meeting to be sent to the Daily Record;

(3) furnishing a notice of said meeting to anyone requesting it in accordance with the Open Public Meetings Act; and

(4) filing notice of said meeting with the Town Clerk.

Roll Call Vote:  Present – Mayor Lavery, Councilpersons Bristow, DiMaio, Sheldon, Stout and
                                          Wallace 


Absent – Councilperson DiGiovanni 

Mayor Lavery asked if anyone from the public would like to speak at this time.

Beth Noble, 109 E. Baldwin Street, requested a crosswalk at E. Baldwin Street and First Street.

Chris Morpeth, 148 E. Prospect Street, asked about the Town requirement for on site medical services as part of the Soccer Blast Tournament.

James Crabbe, 304 E. Baldwin St., suggested stronger speed enforcement in Town.  

Resident, Main Street, Hackettstown, suggested a traffic light be installed at Main Street and Valentine Street.

Motion was made (Sheldon) and seconded (Bristow) to adopt the following resolution:

Resolution

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE MAYOR AND COMMON COUNCIL OF THE TOWN OF HACKETTSTOWN, COUNTY OF WARREN, NEW JERSEY, AS FOLLOWS:

WHEREAS, the annual school election of the Hackettstown Board of Education was held on April 20, 2010; and

WHEREAS, the tax levy question of $14,728,674.00 for the overall general fund tax levy was defeated; and

WHEREAS the Board of Education Liaison Committee of the Common Council has thoroughly reviewed the school budget and had extensive meetings with the Budget Committee of the Board of Education; and
WHEREAS, the budget has been thoroughly reviewed by the Mayor and Common Council at a meeting held on May 10, 2010; and

WHEREAS, the Municipal Governing Body of the Town of Hackettstown, after consulting with the Hackettstown Board of Education, had determined that $220,548.00 can be reduced from the area of the budget, as set forth in the attached Schedule A.  These reductions will not impact on the students or educational services; and

WHEREAS, the Municipal Governing Body of the Town of Hackettstown believes that the elimination of the items set forth in Schedule A can be made without affecting the education, health or safety of the students.
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THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the total amount of tax levy for the school year 2010-2011 shall now be $14,508,126.00; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, as follows:

(a) The original general tax levy on the ballot for the base budget was $14,728,674.00.

(b) The total reduction to the general fund tax levy being certified by the Town of Hackettstown for the base budget is $220,548.00.

(c) The amount of the general fund tax levy being certified by the Mayor and Common Council for the base budget is $14,508,126.00.

(d) The specific line reductions are set forth in attached Schedule A.
(e) The Mayor and Common Council certify that the revised budget is sufficient to provide a thorough and efficient education.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that these amounts be certified and forwarded to the Board of Education, County Board of Taxation, Local Tax Assessor and the County Superintendent of Schools; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of this Resolution be sent to:

(a) Hackettstown Board of Education 

(b) Warren County Board of Taxation

(c) Hackettstown Tax Assessor

(d) Warren County Superintendent of  Schools (2 copies)

This resolution shall take effect immediately.

Roll Call Vote:  Yes – Bristow, DiMaio, Sheldon, Stout and Wallace 

Motion was made (Sheldon) and seconded (DiMaio) to approve the minutes of the regular meeting held on April 26, 2010 as submitted.

Roll Call Vote:  Yes – Bristow, DiMaio, Sheldon, Stout and Wallace 

Motion was made (Wallace) and seconded (DiMaio) to approve the minutes of the executive session meeting held on April 26, 2010 as submitted.

Roll Call Vote:  Yes – Bristow, DiMaio, Sheldon, Stout and Wallace 

Mayor Lavery opened the public hearing on Ordinance #10-04 entitled, AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE LAND DEVELOPMENT ORDINANCE OF THE TOWN OF Hackettstown BY THE ADDITION OF SECTION 410 – PLANNED MIXED USE DOWNTOWN DEVELOPMENT DISTRICT, which was introduced and passed on first reading on March 22, 2010, and offered a copy of the ordinance to anyone who desired a copy.  The title of the ordinance was read aloud, and the Town Attorney explained the contents and purpose of the ordinance.  The Town Attorney explained the contents and purpose of the ordinance.  The Town Clerk stated that the ordinance and the Notice of Hearing were duly published in the Daily Record; and posted on the bulletin board in the lobby of the Municipal Building, and that copies of the ordinance were made available to members of the general public who requested such copies. 
The following people from the public spoke regarding ordinance #10-04:

Caroline Goldsmith, High Street, Hackettstown 

Michele Morpeth, 138 East Prospect Street, Hackettstown 

Charles Eskow, Bergen Street, Hackettstown 
Ms. Eskow, Bergen Street, Hackettstown 
Gerard Vossen 

Mindy Star Pfhelar, East Prospect Street, Hackettstown 

Sharon Spitz, 72 Main Street, Hackettstown
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Ben Svendson, Church Street, Hackettstown 

Steve Sereda, 111 Main Street, Hackettstown 

Tammy Trinner, Sharp Street, Hackettstown 

Donna Brock, 405 Grand Avenue, Hackettstown 

Beth Noble, 109 East Baldwin Street, Hackettstown 

Steve Noble, 109 East Baldwin Street, Hackettstown 

J.B. Crabbe, 304 East Baldwin Street, Hackettstown 

Keith Ryan, 10 East Maple, Long Valley

Resident, Hackettstown 

Hal Lappin, 302 Fifth Avenue, Hackettstown 

Chris Morpeth, 148 East Prospect Street, Hackettstown 

John DiMaio, Reese Avenue, Hackettstown 

Mary Litwhlier, 404 Moore Street, Hackettstown 

Beth Noble, 109 East Baldwin Street, Hackettstown 
Mayor Lavery closed the public hearing on Ordinance #10-04 and discussion returned to Council.  

Motion was made (Bristow) and seconded (Wallace) to return Ordinance #10-04 entitled, AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE LAND DEVELOPMENT ORDINANCE OF THE TOWN OF HACKETTSTOWN BY THE ADDITION OF SECTION 410 – PLANNED MIXED USE DOWNTOWN DEVELOPMENT DISTRICT, to the Council Ordinance Committee for further study and review.  

Roll Call Vote:  Yes – Bristow, DiMaio and Wallace 



    No – Sheldon and Stout 

Motion was made (Wallace) and seconded (DiMaio) to adopt the following resolution:

Resolution 

WHEREAS, the Highlands Act was adopted in 2004 served to which devalue property throughout the Highlands preservation area and specifically Warren County; and

WHEREAS, the landowners in the Highlands Region were given assurances that they would be fairly compensated for the value of their land that was dramatically reduced in value by the implementation of the 2004 Highlands Act; and

WHEREAS, the dual appraisal process was inserted into the Highlands Act to protect the rights of property owners whose land was significantly devalued by the Highlands Act regulations; and

WHEREAS, the dual appraisal process would compensate property owners at the value of their property before the Highlands Act took effect; and
WHEREAS, the dual appraisal process is the only recourse left for property owners whose property values were diminished by the inaction of the Highlands Legislation.

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Common Council of the Town of Hackettstown that it fully supports Senate Bill S-1004 sponsored by Senator Oroho to extend the dual appraisal process for lands located in the Highlands Region through 2014.

Roll Call Vote:  Yes – Bristow, DiMaio, Sheldon, Stout and Wallace 

Motion was made (Sheldon) and seconded (Stout) to adopt the following resolution:
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Resolution

WHEREAS, the Tax Collector of the Town of Hackettstown has been paid the amount necessary to redeem with interest calculated in accordance with the New Jersey Statues on property known on the Tax Map and in the Tax Duplicate as the following municipal lien:

Block 82, Lot 5


326 Washington Street

Tax Sale Certificate #07-00033

Assessed to:  
John M. Barton



567 Townsbury Road



Great Meadows, New Jersey, 07838

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED on this 10th day of May, 2010 that the Chief Financial Officer is hereby authorized to issue a check for $61,567.44 to the lienholder:



US Bank Corporate Trust Services



Tax Lien Services Group



2 Liberty Place



50 South 16th Street – Suite 1950



Philadelphia, PA  19102

Roll Call Vote:  Yes – Bristow, DiMaio, Sheldon, Stout and Wallace 

Motion was made (Bristow) and seconded (DiMaio) to approve Check Register # 10-08 in the amount of $3,005,438.53.

Roll Call Vote:  Yes – Bristow, DiMaio, Sheldon, Stout and Wallace

Motion was made (Wallace) and seconded (Stout) to approve the Special Permit for Social Affair for the American Legion.
Roll Call Vote:  Yes – Bristow, DiMaio, Sheldon, Stout and Wallace 

Motion was made (Sheldon) and seconded (Stout) to require K. Hovnanian to remove the community mail boxes in Hunters Brook and install mail boxes on homes as required in the approved development site plan.
Roll Call Vote:  Yes – Bristow, DiMaio, Sheldon, Stout and Wallace

Motion was made (Wallace) and seconded (Sheldon) to approve the special event license application for the Hackettstown Business Improvement District to hold their 2010 Downtown Farmers Market from June 21 through October 26, 2010 and to waive the $50.00 application fee.
Roll Call Vote:  Bristow, DiMaio, Sheldon, Stout and Wallace 
Motion was made (Wallace) and seconded (Sheldon) to approve the special event license application for the Hackettstown Business Improvement District to hold Stiger Street Cruise Nights on June 15, July 20, August 17, September 21, October 5, 2010 from 6:00 to 8:30 PM, to waive the $50.00 application fee but to charge $201.30 for crossing guard fees.

Roll Call Vote:  Yes – Bristow, DiMaio, Sheldon, Stout and Wallace 

Mayor Lavery stepped down from the dais due to a conflict of interest.

Motion was made (Sheldon) and seconded (DiMaio) to approve the additional payment to Certified Valuations for added property appraisals not in original contract in the amount of $9,795.00.
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Roll Call Vote:  Yes – Bristow, DiMaio, Sheldon, Stout and Wallace 

Mayor Lavery returned to the dais. 

Motion was made (Sheldon) and seconded (Stout) to adjourn this meeting at 11:02 PM.

Roll Call Vote:  Yes – Bristow, DiMaio, Sheldon, Stout and Wallace 
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_________________________


___________________________

Michael B. Lavery, Mayor



William Kuster, Jr., Town Clerk

