MAY 25, 2010

The regularly scheduled meeting of the Hackettstown Planning Board was called to order by Chairman Gerald DiMaio at 7:30 PM.
The Sunshine Act was read by the Chairman who stated that adequate notice of this regular, public meeting had been provided in accordance with the Open Public Meetings Act by:

1. posting a notice of this meeting on the bulletin board in the Municipal Building;

2. causing said notice to be published in The Daily Record;

3. furnishing said notice to those persons requesting it pursuant to the Open Public Meetings Act; and

4. filing said notice with the Town Clerk of Hackettstown.

Present: DiMaio, Moore, Bristow, King, Camporini, Burke, Stead, Conforti, Gallo.

Absent: None.

Also present: Paul Sterbenz, P.E.

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.

Regarding the minutes of the April 27, 2010 meeting, Sterbenz amended the ninth paragraph on page four by changing the word Habit to Habitat.  In the next paragraph, Sterbenz amended the second sentence to read “Sterbenz stated that there is a 90-100 unit shortfall that is being made up by the 40% set aside and rental requirement on the Paftinos property.”  On page five, Sterbenz amended the second motion to read “. . . COAH rules change in the future, the Town shall reexamine the Housing Element and Fair Share Plan.”

MOTION was made by MOORE to approve the minutes of the April 27, 2010 meeting, as amended.

SECONDED: STEAD.

Those in favor: Moore, Bristow, King, Camporini, Stead, Conforti, Gallo, DiMaio.

Opposed: None.

Abstained: Burke.

MOTION was made by CAMPORINI to approve the resolution for the Amendment to the Housing Element and Fair Share Plan of the Master Plan, as written.

SECONDED: MOORE.

Those in favor: Bristow, Camporini, Stead, Conforti, Gallo, Moore, DiMaio.

Opposed: None.

Abstained: None.
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Stead distributed a news release from the Governor regarding the COAH issue.  Stead suggested the plan outlined by the Governor could drastically change the COAH numbers.  
On another matter, Sterbenz mentioned that Van Paftinos was at the meeting to discuss the trees at the Jane Paftinos property site on Route 57.  Sterbenz explained Paftinos is attempting to clear the site, but some of the mature trees that were to be retained are conflicting with the proposed fencing and landscaping.  Sterbenz stated some of the trees aren’t in good shape, but he didn’t feel he had to discretion to approve the removal of all of the trees.  Sterbenz explained the trees on the side of the skating rink are not in good shape, and Paftinos spoke with the rink owner and those will be replaced.  Sterbenz stated there are over 1,000 plantings to be made according to the site plan and fencing as well.

Moore stated it was his recollection that the trees were being left in order to screen the houses on Lawrence Drive and Laurie Terrace.  Moore stated if the removal of the trees is OK with those residents, it was OK with him.  

Bristow stated there has to be an effective buffer for the residential properties.  

Sterbenz stated additional landscaping would have to be installed if gaps were created between the new development and the residential properties.  

Burke asked if Paftinos was attempting to get approval to clear cut the property.  Paftinos replied that one neighbor was concerned over the condition of a tree by his property, and he asked Paftinos to remove it.  Paftinos stated there are many dead trees and branches.  

Sterbenz stated there are approximately thirty trees on the property line.  

Paftinos explained the installation of the fence could weaken the roots on the trees, and he offered to replace any trees that he had to cut down.  

Burke indicated he wouldn’t like to see the mature, healthy trees removed.  Burke stated the trees act as a buffer to the houses, and new trees wouldn’t make the current tree height in their lifetime.  Paftinos stated the trees grow quickly, and they need to be thinned for sun and water.  Burke stated he understood Paftinos’ opinion, but the people in the houses currently have shade, and healthy trees shouldn’t be clear cut.  Burke stated Paftinos should work around the healthy trees.  Paftinos stated he would rather remove all of the trees, and he would replace whatever anyone wants no matter the cost.  

Sterbenz stated the trees along the skating rink aren’t great trees, and there are some dead trees along the Lawrence Drive side.  The healthiest trees are along the Laurie Terrace side, and they are right on the property line.
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Sterbenz suggested the fence could be curved to accommodate the trees.  

Burke asked about the elimination of the fence altogether, and just offer a landscape buffer.  Sterbenz stated that most of the site is fenced.  Burke stated there is no way to replace the mature shade trees, which also act as a buffer for noise.  

Paftinos offered to meet any of the board members out there to inspect the trees.  Paftinos stated he should have some rights regarding his own property.  Paftinos stated the economy is bad, and the project will bring work to the area.  Paftinos asked that the board cut the red tape and allow him to proceed.  Paftinos stated the owner of the skating rink is OK with clearing the lot.  Paftinos asked how other smaller landscape plantings would grow under such big trees.  
Camporini stated it is unfortunate, but the board members don’t know the site, and they are being asked to make the decision about clear cutting the lot.  Camporini stated that unless the board members visit the site, a decision cannot be made tonight.  Camporini suggested relying on Sterbenz to visit the site, and make the recommendation as to which trees should be removed.  
Sterbenz stated the neighbors on Lawrence Drive were spoken to, but not the neighbors on Laurie Terrace.  Sterbenz stated he could speak with the Laurie Terrace neighbors on the following Saturday.  

Camporini suggested the board rely on Sterbenz’ expertise in the matter.  Camporini stated Sterbenz now knows the feelings of the board, and after speaking with the neighbors would have a better idea in the decision making process.  If a few of the big trees can be retained, they should.

MOTION was made by MOORE to adjourn the meeting at 8:05 PM.

SECONDED: CAMPORINI.

Voice vote: ALL IN FAVOR.

Respectfully submitted,
Patricia D. Zotti, Secretary
(as amended) 
