November 23, 2009

The Mayor and Common Council convened in open session in the Municipal Building at 215 Stiger Street, Hackettstown, New Jersey at 7:30 PM on Monday, November 23, 2009.  The meeting opened with a salute to the Flag.

Acting Mayor DiGiovanni announced that this meeting was being held in accordance with the Open Public Meetings Act by:

(1) posting a notice of said meeting on the bulletin board in the lobby of the   

Municipal Building; 

(2) causing a notice of said meeting to be sent to the Daily Record;

(3) furnishing a notice of said meeting to anyone requesting it in accordance with the Open Public Meetings Act; and

(4) filing notice of said meeting with the Town Clerk.

Roll Call Vote:  Present –Councilpersons Bristow, DiGiovanni, DiMaio and Wallace 

                          Absent – Mayor Lavery, Councilpersons Sheldon and Stout  

Acting Mayor DiGiovanni asked if anyone from the public would like to speak at this time.

No one wished to speak at this time.

Pam Farago, Executive Director of the Warren County Domestic Abuse and Sexual Assault Crisis Center spoke of their Green Dot Program.

Motion was made (Wallace) and seconded (Bristow) to authorize the release of the White Castle Performance Bond.  

Roll Call Vote:  Yes – Bristow, DiGiovanni, DiMaio and Wallace

Motion was made (DiMaio) and seconded (Bristow) to approve the minutes of the regular meeting held on November 9, 2009 as submitted.

Roll Call Vote:  Yes – Bristow, DiGiovanni, DiMaio and Wallace 

Motion was made (Wallace) and seconded (DiMaio) to approve the minutes of the executive session held on November 9, 2009 as submitted.

Roll Call Vote:  Yes – Bristow, DiGiovanni, DiMaio and Wallace

Motion was made (DiMaio) and seconded (Bristow) to approve Check Register #09-21 in the amount of $281,250.69.

Roll Call Vote:  Yes – Bristow, DiGiovanni, DiMaio and Wallace

Motion was made (Bristow) and seconded (DiMaio) to adopt the following resolution:
WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A4-87 provides that the Director of the Division of Local Government Services may approve the insertion of any special item of revenue in the budget of any county or municipality when such item shall have been made available by law and the amount was not determined at the time of adoption of the budget; and

WHEREAS, the Director may also approve the insertion of an item of appropriation for equal amount, 

November 23, 2009 (continued)

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council of the Town of Hackettstown, hereby requests the Director of the Division of Local Government Services to approve the insertion of an item of revenue in the budge year 2009 in the sum of $5,000.00, which is now available from National Highway Traffic Safety Holiday Over the Limit Under Arrest, and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the like sum of $5,000.00 is hereby appropriated under the caption Holiday Over the Limit Under Arrest Grant.

Roll Call Vote:  Yes – Bristow, DiGiovanni, DiMaio and Wallace 

Motion was made (Wallace) and seconded (DiMaio) to approve Raffle License #885 for the American Legion Post 164 to hold an off premise raffle on March 21, 2010.

Roll Call Vote:  Yes – Bristow, DiGiovanni, DiMaio and Wallace 

Motion was made (Wallace) and seconded (Bristow) to approve the application for Special Permit for Social Affair for Centenary College to hold a Benefit Dinner on December 3, 2009.

Roll Call Vote:  Yes – Bristow, DiGiovanni, DiMaio and Wallace 
Motion was made (Wallace) and seconded (Bristow) that Ordinance #09-20 entitled, AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND SECTION 13-12, SCHEDULE XII OF THE GENERAL CODE OF THE TOWN OF HACKETTSTOWN TO ADD VARIOUS STREETS IN THE AREA OF THE HIGH SCHOOL TO THE AREAS OF NO STOPPING OR STANDING, be introduced and passed on first reading and that a public hearing be held thereon and it be considered for final passage at 7:30 PM on Monday, December 14, 2009; the Town Clerk to publish the ordinance together with Notice of Hearing in the Daily Record, to post the ordinance and Notice of Hearing on the bulletin board in the lobby of the Municipal Building, and to make copies of the ordinance available to members of the general public who request such copies.

Roll Call Vote:  Yes – Bristow, DiGiovanni, DiMaio and Wallace 

Motion was made (Wallace) and seconded (DiMaio) to adopt the following resolution:

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE MAYOR AND COMMON COUNCIL OF THE TOWN OF HACKETTSTOWN AS FOLLOWS:

(1) That the public be excluded from attendance at a portion of its meeting to be held on November 23, 2009 for the reason that the following subject matter will be discussed:

Tax Appeal

(2) The Mayor and Common Council may exclude the public from the meeting pursuant to section 10:4-12(b) of the Open Public Meetings Law.

(3) Matters to be discussed will be revealed to the public after Council determines action to be taken, if any, and other litigation has been resolved and employees involved contactd.
Roll Call Vote:  Yes – Bristow, DiGiovanni, DiMaio and Wallace 

The meeting was closed at 8:06 PM and reopened at 8:10 PM.  The Acting Mayor stated that no formal action was taken by the Council during Executive Session.  

November 23, 2009 (continued)

Motion was made (Bristow) and seconded (Wallace) to approve a tax appeal settlement with Prim Acres (White Castle) negotiated and recommend by the Municipal Assessor.  The settlement will be a reduction in the assessment from $872,500 to $772,500 for tax years 2008 and 2009.  The taxpayer will be refunded the tax savings for 2008 and the 2009 tax savings will be credited on the 2010 taxes.
Roll Call Vote:  Yes – Bristow, DiGiovanni, DiMaio and Wallace 

Motion was made (Wallace) and seconded (DiMaio) to adjourn this meeting at 8:11 PM.

Roll Call Vote:  Yes – Bristow, DiGiovanni, DiMaio and Wallace 
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