December 29, 2008

The Mayor and Common Council convened in open session in the Municipal Building at 215 Stiger Street, Hackettstown, New Jersey at 7:30 PM on Monday, December 29, 2008.  The meeting opened with a salute to the Flag.

Mayor Lavery announced that this meeting was being held in accordance with the Open Public Meetings Act by:

(1) posting a notice of said meeting on the bulletin board in the lobby of the   

Municipal Building; 

(2) causing a notice of said meeting to be sent to the Daily Record;

(3) furnishing a notice of said meeting to anyone requesting it in accordance with the Open Public Meetings Act; and

(4) filing notice of said meeting with the Town Clerk.

Roll Call Vote:  Present – Mayor Lavery, Councilpersons Bristow, DiGiovanni, DiMaio, 

      


      Sheldon and Wallace 

                          Absent – Councilperson Stout 

Mayor Lavery asked if anyone from the public would like to speak at this time.

Michael Derucco, representing the US Census Bureau, spoke of  census employment that is available.

Motion was made (Sheldon) and seconded (Wallace) to approve the minutes of the regular meeting held on December 8, 2008 as submitted.

Roll Call Vote:  Yes – Bristow, DiGiovanni, DiMaio, Sheldon and Wallace 

Motion was made (Bristow) and seconded (DiGiovanni) to approve the minutes of the executive session held on December 8, 2008 as submitted.

Roll Call Vote:  Yes – Bristow, DiGiovanni, DiMaio, Sheldon and Wallace 

Mayor Lavery opened the public hearing on Ordinance 08-19 entitled, AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE GENERAL CODE OF THE TOWN OF HACKETTSTOWN, CHAPTER 7 – BUILDING REGULATIONS ARTICLE 6 – RENTAL PROPERTY REGULATIONS AND LICENSING OF LANDLORDS, and offered a copy of the ordinance to anyone who desired a copy.  The title of the ordinance was read aloud, and the Town Attorney explained the contents and purpose of the ordinance.  The Town Clerk stated that the ordinance and the Notice of Hearing were duly published in the Daily Record; and posted on the bulletin board in the lobby of the Municipal Building, and that copies of the ordinance were made available to members of the general public who requested such copies.
Vince Iacampo, Landlord Registration Inspector, spoke in opposition to the adoption of the ordinance.

Barry Mayberry, Hackettstown Fire Chief, spoke in opposition to the adoption of the Ordinance.

Robin Wallace, 251 Main Street, spoke in support of the adoption of the ordinance.

There being no further comments from the public, Mayor Lavery closed the public hearing and discussion returned to Council.
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Motion was made (Wallace) and seconded (Sheldon) to adopt Ordinance #08-19 entitled, AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE GENERAL CODE OF THE TOWN OF Hackettstown, CHAPTER 7 – BUILDING REGULATIONS ARTICLE 6 – RENTAL PROPERTY REGULATIONS AND LICENSING OF LANDLORDS.

Roll Call Vote:  Yes – DiMaio, Sheldon and Wallace 

                            No – Bristow, DiGiovanni 

Motion was made (Sheldon) and seconded (Wallace) to award the Seber Dam Removal Contract to Harrington Construction Co., Chester, NJ in the amount of $22,600.00.
Roll Call Vote:  Yes – Bristow, DiGiovanni, DiMaio, Sheldon and Wallace 

Motion was made (Sheldon) and seconded (DiGiovanni) to adopt the following resolution:

Resolution

WHEREAS, the Tax Collector advises of overpayment of the Business Improvement District billing for calendar year 2008 and recommends refund of the overpaid amount.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Governing Body to authorize the Chief Financial Officer to make the following refund of Business Improvement District levy:

Account #154-0


$34.58

Block 121, Lot 3.08

Make check payable to:


Anderstone, LLC


121 Mountain Ct.


Hackettstown, NJ  07840

Roll Call Vote:  Yes – Bristow, DiGiovanni, DiMaio, Sheldon and Wallace 
Motion was made (Sheldon) and seconded (Wallace) to adopt the following resolution:
Resolution

WHEREAS, the Tax Collector advises of overpayment of taxes for calendar year 2008 due to tax appeal and recommends refund of the overpaid amount. 

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the Governing Body to authorize the Chief Financial Officer to make the following refund of taxes as follows:
Block
Lot
Assessed To:




Amount

119
1.19
Grier, Kevin & Mowatt, Kesene

$1,818.25


13 Garriage Road



Hackettstown, NJ  07840

114
2
Mulvihill, Richard & Lynne


$113.58



138 Deerfield Drive



Hackettstown, NJ  07840

46
10
Goetting, Robert & Denise


$110.84



423 Hurley Drive



Hackettstown, NJ  07840

55
23
Wasta, Deborah A. 



$56.11



224 Ruland Avenue
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Hackettstown, NJ  07840

55
3
Rosario, Nelson & Julia I.


$4,536.95



215 Ruland Avenue



Hackettstown, NJ  07840

Roll Call Vote:  Yes – Bristow, DiGiovanni, DiMaio, Sheldon and Wallace 

 Motion was made (DiGiovanni) and seconded (Sheldon) to adopt the following resolution:
Resolution

WHEREAS, pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40:5-17.1 promulgated by the New Jersey State Legislature, all unpaid real estate property taxes of less than $10.00 are to be canceled of record.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED on this 29th day of December, 2008 by the Mayor and Common Council of the Town of Hackettstown that the Tax Collector is hereby authorized and empowered, pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40:5-17.1 to cancel and remove from the tax duplicate records all unpaid real estate property taxes of less than $10.00.

Roll Call Vote:  Yes – Bristow, DiGiovanni, DiMaio, Sheldon and Wallace 

Motion was made (Sheldon) and seconded (DiGiovanni) to adopt the following resolution:
Resolution

WHEREAS, pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40:5-17.1 promulgated by the New Jersey State Legislature, all unpaid Business Improvement District assessments of less than $10.00 are to be canceled of record.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED on this 29th day of December, 2008 by the Mayor and Common Council of the Town of Hackettstown that the Tax Collector is hereby authorized and empowered to cancel and remove from the Business Improvement District records all unpaid assessments of less than $10.00.

Roll Call Vote:  Yes – Bristow, DiGiovanni, DiMaio, Sheldon and Wallace 

Motion was made (Sheldon) and seconded (Wallace) to adopt the following resolution:

Resolution

WHEREAS, an error was made on an added/omitted billing for 2008; and

WHEREAS, the error resulted in the increase of the tax levy for 2008 by the amount of $166.24 by this respective amount for each tax year.
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED on this 29th day of December, 2008 by the Mayor and Common Council of the Town of Hackettstown that the Tax Collector is hereby authorized to reduce the levy for 2008 by the amount of $166.24.

Roll Call Vote:  Yes – Bristow, DiGiovanni, DiMaio, Sheldon and Wallace 

Motion was made (Sheldon) and seconded (DiGiovanni) to approve the purchase order requests in excess of $500.00 for the Department of Public Works for the purchase of liquid deicing material and for the Fire Prevention Bureau to purchase insulated outerwear.  
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Roll Call Vote:  Yes – Bristow, DiGiovanni, DiMaio, Sheldon and Wallace 

Motion was made (Sheldon) and seconded (DiGiovanni) to adopt the following resolution:

Resolution

WHEREAS, certain bills have been presented for payment for which there are insufficient funds in the 2008 budget to pay, and

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:4-58 permits the transfer of funds from accounts with a surplus to cover such demands.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED (not less than two-thirds of all members thereof affirmatively concurring) that the Chief Financial Officer be and is hereby authorized to make the following transfers:


TRANSFER FROM



TRANSFER TO

Police S/W

$25,000.00


Police O/E

$25,000.00

Administration S/W
$4,130.00


Heating Oil O/E
$620.00

DPW S/W

$10,000.00


DPW O/E

$10,000.00

 


_________





__________

Totals:


$39,130.00





$39,130.00

Roll Call Vote:  Yes – Bristow, DiGiovanni, DiMaio, Sheldon and Wallace 
Motion was made (DiGiovanni) and seconded (Bristow) to approve Check Register 

#08-22 in the amount of $6,522,059.00.

Roll Call Vote:  Yes – Bristow, DiGiovanni, DiMaio, Sheldon and Wallace 

Motion was made (Sheldon) and seconded (Bristow) to adopt the following resolution:

Resolution

WHEREAS, there is an account on the Current Fund Balance Sheet entitled Accounts Payable, and
WHEREAS, there is a purchase order reserved as Accounts Payable that is no longer needed, and the Department Head has verified that the project has been finished or the order is cancelled, and

WHEREAS, it is necessary to formally cancel said purchase order so that these reserved funds can be credited to surplus.

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the following Accounts Payable be cancelled;

$5,000.00
Statewide Insurance 


PO K6002199



(litigation deductible not billed)

Roll Call Vote:  Yes – Bristow, DiGiovanni, DiMaio, Sheldon and Wallace 

Motion was made (DiGiovanni) and seconded (Wallace) to approve the Fire Department memberships for Michael Macula, Isaac Hadzovic and David Tynan, Jr.
Roll Call Vote:  Yes – Bristow, DiGiovanni, DiMaio, Sheldon and Wallace 
December 29, 2009 (continued)

Motion was made (Sheldon) and seconded (Wallace) to award the 2009 plumbing contract to Frank’s Plumbing and the 2009 oil burning/heating services contract to Envirocon, LLC.

Roll Call Vote:  Yes – Bristow, DiGiovanni, DiMaio, Sheldon and Wallace 

Motion was made (Sheldon) and seconded (DiGiovanni) to reject the 2009 tree trimming service bids and authorize rebidding it specifying call response time requirements. 

Roll Call Vote:  Yes – Bristow, DiGiovanni, DiMaio, Sheldon and Wallace 

Motion was made (Sheldon) and seconded (Wallace) to approve Raffle License #845 for St. Mary’s HSA to hold an off premise raffle.
Roll Call Vote:  Yes – Bristow, DiGiovanni, DiMaio, Sheldon and Wallace 

Motion was made (Sheldon) and seconded (Wallace) to reject the taxi cab driver’s license application for Carlos Rojos.

Roll Call Vote:  Yes – Bristow, DiGiovanni, DiMaio, Sheldon and Wallace 

Motion was made (Bristow) and seconded (DiMaio) to approve the Police Department purchase order request for in vehicle cameras and the lease/purchase of two vehicles.

Roll Call Vote:  Yes – Bristow, DiGiovanni, DiMaio, Sheldon and Wallace 
Motion was made (DiMaio) and seconded (Bristow) to approve the purchase order request from the Department of Public Works to dispose of old exit signs.

Roll Call Vote:  Yes – Bristow, DiGiovanni, DiMaio, Sheldon and Wallace 
Motion was made (Sheldon) and seconded (DiGiovanni) to adopt the following resolution:

Resolution
BE IT RESOLVED BY THE MAYOR AND COMMON COUNCIL OF THE TOWN OF HACKETTSTOWN AS FOLLOWS:

(1) That the public be excluded from attendance at a portion of its meeting to be held on December 29, 2008 for the reason that the following subject matter will be discussed:

Contract Negotiations

(2) The Mayor and Common Council may exclude the public from the meeting pursuant to section 10:4-12(b) of the Open Public Meetings Law.

(3) Matters to be discussed will be revealed to the public after Council determines action to be taken, if any, and other litigation has been resolved and employees involved contacted.

Roll Call Vote:  Yes – Bristow, DiGiovanni, DiMaio, Sheldon and Wallace 

The meeting was closed at 8:46 PM and reopened at 9:00 PM.  The Mayor stated that no formal action was taken by the Council during Executive Session.

Motion was made (Sheldon) and seconded (DiMaio) to adjourn this meeting at 9:02 PM.

Roll Call Vote:  Yes – Bristow, DiGiovanni, DiMaio, Sheldon and Wallace 
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_________________________


___________________________

Michael B. Lavery, Mayor



William Kuster, Jr., Town Clerk

