June 23, 2008

The Mayor and Common Council convened in open session in the Municipal Building at 215 Stiger Street, Hackettstown, New Jersey at 7:30 PM on Monday, June 23, 2008.  The meeting opened with a salute to the Flag.

Mayor Lavery announced that this meeting was being held in accordance with the Open Public Meetings Act by:

(1) posting a notice of said meeting on the bulletin board in the lobby of the   

Municipal Building; 

(2) causing a notice of said meeting to be sent to the Daily Record;

(3) furnishing a notice of said meeting to anyone requesting it in accordance with the Open Public Meetings Act; and

(4) filing notice of said meeting with the Town Clerk.

Roll Call Vote:  Present – Mayor Lavery, Councilpersons Bristow, DiMaio, Sheldon and 




      Wallace 



Absent – Councilpersons DiGiovanni and Stout 

Mayor Lavery asked if anyone from the public would like to speak at this time.

Lynne Haberkern, 206 Moore Street, reported that Preserve Historic Hackettstown (PHH) has received a grant that could be used for a planning study of the Bergen Machine Property.
Charles Prestopine, 309 High Street, requested a municipal resolution for funds to preserve and restore the Presbyterian Chapel building.

Michele Morpeth, 148 E. Prospect Street, asked the status of the offer made by Ray Rice to contribute funds for a Planning Study of the Bergen Machine property which had been forwarded to the Council Ordinance Committee.

Christopher Morpeth, 148 E. Prospect Street, asked if the funds being offered by Mr. Rice would pay for an impact study of the Bergen Machine property.

Beth Noble, 109 E. Baldwin Street, spoke in opposition of taking of taking Developer Funds for any study of the Bergen Machine property.
Motion was made (Bristow) and seconded (Sheldon) to adopt the following resolution:
Resolution

WHEREAS, Preserve Historic Hackettstown has appeared before the Mayor and Common Council of the Town of Hackettstown requesting support FOR A GRANT APPLICATION TO THE Warren County Municipal and Charitable Conservancy Trust Fund Committee for the restoration of the Presbyterian Chapel Building located in Hackettstown;
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED,  that the Mayor and Common Council of the Town of Hackettstown do hereby fully support the application and urge the approval of this most worthy project.

Roll Call Vote:  Yes – Bristow, DiMaio, Sheldon, and Wallace
Motion was made (Sheldon) and seconded (DiMaio) to approve the minutes of the regular meeting held on June 9, 2008 as submitted.
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Roll Call vote:  Yes – Bristow, DiMaio, Sheldon and Wallace

Motion was made (Sheldon) and seconded (Wallace) to adopt the following resolution:

Resolution

WHEREAS, the Tax Collector advises that the subject property has been assessed by the Tax Assessor as an exempt property for part of the calendar year 2008 and recommends refund of the overpaid amount.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Governing Body to authorize the Chief Financial Officer to make the following refund of taxes:

Block 119, Lot 71

$1,948.68
Make check payable to:

Calvary Chapel Hackettstown 


210 Free Union Road


Great Meadows, NJ  07832

Roll Call Vote:  Yes – Bristow, DiMaio, Sheldon and Wallace 

Motion was made (Sheldon) and seconded (Wallace) to adopt the following resolution:

Resolution

RESOLUTION to establish the 2008 Municipal Court Judge salary at $22,095.00 with a term expiring February 28, 2009.
Roll Call Vote:  Yes – Bristow, DiMaio, Sheldon and Wallace 

Motion was made (Sheldon) and seconded (DiMaio) to adopt the following resolution:

Resolution

WHEREAS, the members of the Warren-Morris Council of Governments – the Township of Allamuchy, Town of Belvidere, Township of Bethlehem, Township of Greenwich, Township of Hardwick, Town of Hackettstown, Township of Independence, Township of Knowlton, Township of Mansfield, Township of Mount Olive, Township of Oxford, Borough of Washington, Township of Washington (Morris), Township of Washington (Warren) and Township of White – have agreed to apply for a COUNT Grant through the State of New Jersey Local SHARE Program in the amount of $300,000.00; and

WHEREAS, the Warren-Morris Council of Governments has agreed to be the lead agency in this endeavor; and

WHEREAS, the State of New Jersey has made SHARE grants available to assist local units study, develop and implement new shared and regional services; and

WHEREAS, the purpose of this grant is to coordinate shared services through the Warren-Morris Council of Governments as well as between our local units as well as through the Warren-Morris Council of Governments.

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Governing Body Hackettstown that the Town does hereby join with Township of Allamuchy, Town of Belvidere, Township of Bethlehem, Township of Greenwich, Township of Hardwick, Town of Hackettstown, Township of Independence, Township of Knowlton, Township of Mansfield, Township of Mount Olive, Township of Oxford, Borough of Washington, Township of Washington (Morris), Township of Washington (Warren) and Township of White in applying for a grant for the purposes of shared service coordination including but not limited coordination of meetings of member municipalities, shared service subcommittees, meetings with liaisons and other staff, meetings between municipalities and school representatives; maintaining records of the aforementioned and the members’ website; conducting shared service surveys; corresponding on behalf of the membership and writing Requests for Proposals for joint purchases on a regular basis as well as 
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conducting feasibility studies and writing shared service grant applications with the approval of 60% of the membership; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the COUNT grant does not require any matching funds.  

Roll Call Vote:  Yes – Bristow, DiMaio, Sheldon and Wallace 

Motion was made (Bristow) and seconded (Sheldon) to approve Check Register #08-12 in the amount of $4,315,874.96.

Roll Call Vote:  Yes – Bristow, DiMaio, Sheldon and Wallace 

Motion was made (Sheldon) and seconded (DiMaio) to acknowledge receipt of the Bond Anticipation Note report dated June 18, 2008 from the Chief Financial Officer as follows:






Interest



Net Interest

Authorized Bidder


Rate

Premium
Payable

Fulton Financial/Skylands

2.55%



$40,071.84

Commerce Capital


3.00%

$6,728.39
$40,414.95

Janney Montgomery Scott

2.75%

$2,293.00
$40,921.73

JP Morgan Chase


2.62%



$41,171.84

Valley National Bank


2.85%



$44,785.00

Sovereign Securities 


3.00%

%2,895.55
$44,247.79
First Hope Bank


3.00%



$47,134.34

Roll Call Vote:  Yes – Bristow, DiMaio, Sheldon and Wallace 

Motion was made (Sheldon) and seconded (Wallace) to approve the taxi cab driver’s license for Luis Valverde.

Roll Call Vote:  Yes – Bristow, DiMaio, Sheldon and Wallace 

Motion was made (Sheldon) and seconded (DiMaio) to approve the closure of Madison Street between Center and Warren Streets on August 9, 2008 from 2:00 PM to 9:00 PM for a block party contingent upon Madison Street not being used as a detour for Warren Street reconstruction.  
Roll Call Vote:  Yes – Bristow, DiMaio, Sheldon and Wallace 

Motion was made (Sheldon) and seconded (Wallace) to designate the following as “No Parking Towaway Zone” from July 11, 2008 to July 21, 2008 or the end of the project: 

 Valentine Street – both sides Route 46 to Beatty Street

Beatty Street – both sides Valentine Street to Stiger Street

Stiger Street – both sides Route 46 to Beatty Street

Roll Call Vote:  Yes – Bristow, DiMaio, Sheldon and Wallace 

Motion was made (Sheldon) and seconded (Bristow) to adopt the following resolution:
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Resolution
WHEREAS, Warren Street will be reconstructed with new curbs, driveway aprons and sidewalks, during the period between June 23, 2008 and August 7, 2008; and

WHEREAS, Warren Street will be milled and paved some time after the completion of the concrete work, but in no event no later than August 31, 2008; and

WHEREAS, the construction may require that some parking and traffic be disrupted during construction; and

WHEREAS, the construction will necessitate some street closures and some parking restrictions on Warren Street; 

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Common Council as follows:

1. That portion of Warren Street located between Washington Street and Madison Street shall be closed to all traffic during Phase I of the construction project.  A detour of all traffic around this portion of Warren Street is authorized.

2. All parking and/or stopping or standing of vehicles is prohibited on Warren Street from Washington Street to its westerly terminus for the period between June 23, 2008 and August 7, 2008.

3. The Hackettstown Police Department and the Town Engineer are authorized to shift the traffic lane to allow for construction while maintaining the flow of traffic.

4. The above prohibitions and restrictions may be lifted as needed and appropriate at the mutual agreement of the Hackettstown Police Department and the Town Engineer.

5. All parking and/or stopping or standing of vehicles will be prohibited on Warren Street from Washington Street to its westerly terminus during the period that Warren Street is being milled and paved as determined by the Superintendent of Department of Public Works, but in no event no later than August 31, 2008.

6. The Superintendent of the Department of Public Works and the Hackettstown Police Department are authorized to close Warren Street to all traffic during the time period the street is being milled and paved, but in no event no later that August 31, 2008.
Roll Call Vote:  Yes – Bristow, DiMaio, Sheldon and Wallace 

Motion was made (Wallace) and seconded (Sheldon) to approve the Special Events License Application for the Hackettstown Soccer Club to hold the 15th annual Hackettstown Blast Mark Painter Memorial Soccer Tournament on June 28 & 29, 2008 and to waive the $50.00 application fee but to charge municipal costs of $2,928.00.
Roll Call Vote:  Yes – Bristow, DiMaio, Sheldon and Wallace 

Motion was made (Sheldon) and seconded (DiMaio) to adopt the following resolution:


Resolution

BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Common Council of the Town of Hackettstown as follows:

June 23, 2008 (continued)

(1) That the public be excluded from attendance at a portion of its meeting to be held on June 23, 2008 for the reason that the following matter will be discussed:
Litigation involving State v. Barbera
Litigation involving Bizzaro v. Hackettstown 

Attorney client privileged communication regarding fire code violations

(2) The Mayor and Common Council may exclude the public from the meeting pursuant to section 10:4-12(b) of the Open Public Meetings Law.

(3) Matters to be discussed will be revealed to the public after Council determines action to be taken, if any, and other litigation has been resolved and employees involved contacted.

Roll Call Vote:  Yes – Bristow, DiMaio, Sheldon and Wallace 

The meeting closed at 8:32 PM and was reopened at 8:45 PM.  The Mayor stated that no formal action was taken by the Council during Executive Session.
Motion was made (Sheldon) and seconded (DiMaio) to approve the Council summer meeting schedule to allow the Mayor to cancel the second meetings of July and August if there is no business to address.

Roll Call Vote:  Yes – Bristow, DiMaio, Sheldon and Wallace 

Motion was made (Sheldon) and seconded (DiMaio) to adjourn this meeting at 8:47 PM.

Roll Call Vote:  Yes – Bristow, DiMaio, Sheldon and Wallace 
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______________________



_____________________________
Michael B. Lavery, Mayor



William Kuster, Jr., Town Clerk
