September 24, 2007

The Mayor and Common Council convened in open session in the Municipal Building at 215 Stiger Street, Hackettstown, New Jersey at 7:30 PM on Monday, September 24, 2007.  The meeting opened with a salute to the Flag.

Mayor Lavery announced that this meeting was being held in accordance with the Open Public Meetings Act by:

(1) posting a notice of said meeting on the bulletin board in the lobby of the   

Municipal Building; 

(2) causing a notice of said meeting to be sent to the Daily Record;

(3) furnishing a notice of said meeting to anyone requesting it in accordance with the Open Public Meetings Act; and

(4) filing notice of said meeting with the Town Clerk.

Roll Call Vote:  Present – Mayor Lavery, Councilpersons Bristow, Brown, DiGiovanni, 




      Quaresima, Sheldon and Wallace

Mayor Lavery and Police Chief Kunz presented plaques to retired Police Officers Ronald Wysocki and Cindy Luteran.

Mayor Lavery presented a proclamation to the Hackettstown Colonial Musketeers.
Eileen Swan, Executive Director of the Highlands Council, and Tom Borden, Deputy Executive Director, provided an overview on the Highlands legislation.

Mayor Lavery asked if anyone from the public would like to speak at this time.

David Rucki, Executive Director of the Hackettstown Business District, thanked the Town, Police Department, Fire Department, Rescue Squad and the Department of Public Works for their cooperation to make the Main Street Festival a success.

Gary Gerlack, 612 Grand Avenue, asked the status of the Grand Avenue drainage issue and requested that if a detention basin is installed that it be fenced for safety.
Michelle Morpath, 148 East Prospect Street, asked the status of the Bergen Machine property cleanup and thanked the Town for prompt repairs to playground equipment on Miller Street playground.

Motion was made (Bristow) and seconded (DiGiovanni) to approve the minutes of the regular meeting held on September 10, 2007 as submitted.

Roll Call Vote:  Yes – Bristow, Brown, DiGiovanni, Quaresima, Sheldon and Wallace 

Motion was made (Bristow) and seconded (Sheldon) to adopt the following resolution:

Resolution

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:4-87 provides that the Director of the Division of Local Government Services may approve the insertion of any special item of revenue in the budget of any county or municipality when such item shall have been made available by law and the amount was not determined at the time of the adoption of the budget; and

WHEREAS, the Director may also approve the insertion of an item of appropriation for equal amount.

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Mayor and Council of the Town of Hackettstown hereby requests the Director of the Division of Local Government Services 
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to approve the insertion of an item of revenue in the budget year 2007 in the sum of $2,822.00, which is now available from a donation received from the Warren County Prosecutors Office, for the purpose of purchasing Audio/Video equipment for the police department in the amount of $2,822.00.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the like sum of $2,822.00 is hereby appropriated under the caption Purchase Police Audio/Video Equipment in the amount of $2,822.00.
Roll Call Vote:  Yes – Bristow, Brown, DiGiovanni, Quaresima, Sheldon and Wallace 

Motion was made (Sheldon) and seconded (Wallace) that Ordinance #07-11 entitled, AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWN OF HACKETTSTOWN TO AMEND THE GENERAL CODE OF THE TOWN OF HACKETTSTOWN, CHAPTER 13-19 – HANDICAPPED PARKING SCHEDULE XV BY THE ADDITION OF TWO SPACES ON MOORE STREET AND THE DELETION OF TWO SPACES ON MOORE STREET, be introduced and passed on first reading and that a public hearing be held thereon and it be considered for final passage at 7:30 PM on Tuesday, October 9, 2007; the Town Clerk to publish the ordinance together with Notice of Hearing in the Daily Record, to post the ordinance and Notice of Hearing on the bulletin board in the lobby of the Municipal Building, and to make copies of the ordinance available to members of the general public who request such copies.
Roll Call Vote:  Yes – Bristow, Brown, DiGiovanni, Quaresima, Sheldon and Wallace 
Motion was made (Sheldon) and seconded (DiGiovanni) that Ordinance #07-12 entitled, AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWN OF HACKETTSTOWN AMENDING THE SPECIAL IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT ORDINANCE NUMBERED ORD2004-26 TO CORRECT THE PROPERTIES INCLUDED IN THE DISTRICT BY DELETING A PROPERTY INCLUDED IN ERROR, be introduced and passed on first reading and that a public hearing be held thereon and it be considered for final passage at 7:30 PM on Tuesday, October 9, 2007; the Town Clerk to publish the ordinance together with Notice of Hearing in the Daily Record, to post the ordinance and Notice of Hearing on the bulletin board in the lobby of the Municipal Building, and to made copies of the ordinance available to members of the general public who request such copies.

Roll Call Vote:  Yes – Bristow, Brown, DiGiovanni, Quaresima, Sheldon and Wallace 

Motion was made (Sheldon) and seconded (Brown) to submit a copy of the Bulk Storage Shed invoice to the State Treasurer.
Roll Call Vote:  Yes – Bristow, Brown, DiGiovanni, Quaresima, Sheldon and Wallace 

Motion was made (Sheldon) and seconded (Quaresima) to approve final payment to Bulk Storage for the Salt Shed construction in the amount of $13,840.00.

Roll Call Vote:  Yes – Bristow, Brown, DiGiovanni, Quaresima, Sheldon and Wallace 

Motion was made (Bristow) and seconded (DiGiovanni) to approve Check Register 

#07-17 in the amount of $927,991.21.

Roll Call Vote:  Yes – Bristow, Brown, DiGiovanni, Quaresima, Sheldon and Wallace 

Motion was made (Sheldon) and seconded (Wallace) to accept the Bond Anticipation Note sale bids as follows:






INTEREST


NET INTEREST

AUTHORIZED BIDDER

RATE

PREMIUM
PAYABLE

JP Morgan Chase Bank

3.59%



$87,978.68
Commerce Capital


4.00%

$7,151.28
$90,875.11

September 24, 2007 (continued)

Sovereign Securities


4.00%

$4,988.70
$93,037.69

Janney Montgomery Scott LLC
4.25%

$8,953.00
$95,200.03
Skylands Community Bank

3.89%



$95,330.65

Valley National Bank


3.90%



$95,575.73

Roll Call Vote:  Yes – Bristow, Brown, Quaresima, Sheldon and Wallace 

                    Abstain – DiGiovanni, 

Motion was made (Sheldon) and seconded (Quaresima) to approve the taxi driver’s license for Marcelo DeCunto and the taxi cab owner’s license to Edgar Garcia.

Roll Call Vote:  Yes – Bristow, Brown, DiGiovanni, Quaresima, Sheldon and Wallace 

Motion was made (Sheldon) and seconded (Bristow) to authorize the Police Chief to forward a letter of intent to lease/purchase three vehicles.

Roll Call Vote:  Yes – Bristow, Brown, DiGiovanni, Quaresima, Sheldon and Wallace 

Motion was made (Sheldon) and seconded (Wallace) to adopt the following resolution:

Resolution

WHEREAS, Willow Grove Park, LLC has requested the release of performance guarantees and acceptance of improvements on the major subdivision known as Willow Grove Park, LLC located on Russell Court; and

WHEREAS, the Town Engineer, Paul Sterbenz, has recommended the release of the performance guarantees and the waiver of the maintenance guarantees; 

1. The performance bond be released subject to the following conditions:

a. Payment of outstanding fees and assessments. 

2. The requirement of a two (2) year Maintenance Bond is hereby waived because the improvements have been completed for in excess of two (2) years.
Roll Call Vote:  Yes – Bristow, Brown, DiGiovanni, Quaresima, Sheldon and Wallace 

Motion was made (Wallace) and seconded (Sheldon) to approve the special events license application for the Hackettstown Trade Association to hold the Harvest Festival on October 13, 2007.
Roll Call Vote:  Yes – Bristow, Brown, DiGiovanni, Quaresima, Sheldon and Wallace 

Mayor Lavery appointed Jeff Saunders to the position of Class A Member of the Historic Preservation Commission with a term expiring December 31, 2008.
Motion was made (Brown) and seconded (Sheldon) to confirm Mayor Lavery’s appointment of Jeff Saunders to the position of Class A Member of the Historic Preservation Commission with a term expiring December 31, 2008.

Roll Call Vote:  Yes – Bristow, Brown, DiGiovanni, Quaresima, Sheldon and Wallace 

Motion was made (Sheldon) and seconded (Brown) to refund the bid assessments to the Hackettstown Livestock Auction as of January 1, 2007 upon the adoption of Ordinance #07-12.
Roll Call Vote:  Yes – Bristow, Brown, DiGiovanni, Quaresima, Sheldon and Wallace 
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Motion was made (DiGiovanni) and seconded (Sheldon) to adjourn this meeting at 

9:00 PM.

Roll Call Vote:  Yes – Bristow, Brown, DiGiovanni, Quaresima, Sheldon and Wallace 
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Michael B. Lavery, Mayor



William Kuster, Jr., Town Clerk
