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MOSQUITOES TEST POSITIVE FOR WEST NILE VIRUS – July 22, 2010
WHAT: A group of 75 Culex mosquitoes collected in Hackettstown have tested positive for West Nile Virus. 
WHEN: The mosquitoes were collected on July 15th in a trap specifically designed to catch Culex mosquitoes, the type responsible for transmitting West Nile Virus.  They were sent to the state Public Health Lab in Trenton on Tuesday, July 20th.  
July is a normal time for this virus to make its presence known in Warren County but based on historic records in the county, this is the earliest positive mosquito result obtained since the virus was first documented in this country.   

Mosquito collections and virus testing has been ongoing since April.  To date, 66 samples from Warren County have been tested by the state lab. All except one have been negative.    
WHERE: The mosquitoes were collected off Willow Grove Street in the Alumni Field section of town. 
TREATMENT: Spraying for adult mosquitoes took place in the area early this morning.  Subsequent trapping for adult mosquitoes is taking place but upon ground inspection of the area today, there are very few human biting adult mosquitoes present.  
ACTION  BY RESIDENTS: Residents are advised that insect repellents should be used to protect themselves against mosquito bites, especially when outside for yard work, sporting events and other recreational activities.  
Residents are urged to carefully evaluate their own property at this time giving special attention to any areas that can hold water and breed mosquitoes.  These include clogged gutters, unused toys, tires, wheel-barrows, etc. which are common breeding areas for Culex mosquitoes.  Keep containers overturned, under cover or disposed of, so they cannot collect water and provide a place for mosquitoes to breed.  Stocking fish (available from the Mosquito Commission) that will feed on immature mosquitoes in ornamental ponds or rain barrels provides effective control. Keeping water off swimming pool covers or readying the pool for use prevents mosquito breeding. Your efforts will be rewarded with the reduction of mosquitoes in your own yard.  
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION: 
The collection and testing of dead birds also provides an indication of the presence of WNV. Residents can assist in this surveillance effort by reporting dead crows (large, all black birds) or blue jays to the Warren County Health Department at 908-475-7960.  When appropriate, they will be submitted for West Nile virus testing. To date in 2010, 4 crows have been reported, three of which were submitted for testing.  All birds tested to date from Warren County have been negative.                                     
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