[bookmark: _Hlk157593014]ORDINANCE 2024-07
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ARTICLE 4 SECTION 12-30 OF THE GENERAL CODE OF THE TOWN OF HACKETTSTOWN WITH RESPECT TO IMPROVEMENTS OF SIDEWALKS 

[bookmark: _Hlk160003664]WHEREAS, the Town of Hackettstown is desirous to clarify the responsibilities the of Town with respect to improvements made to sidewalks within the Town of Hackettstown; and 
WHEREAS, in order to clarify that the Town shall not be responsible for improvements necessitated as a result of sidewalks raised by growing tree roots from trees planted by or on behalf of the Town, the Mayor and Common Council are desirous to amend Article 4, Section 12-30 of the General Code of the Town of Hackettstown. 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the Mayor and Common Council of the Town of Hackettstown that Section Article 4, Section 12-30 of the General Code of the Town of Hackettstown is hereby deleted in its entirety and replaced with the following:
12-30. Improvements at Expense of Owner of Land in Front of Which Improvements Shall Be Made. 
Except for damage directly caused by an affirmative act the Town, its employees or its agents, the owner of any property abutting a sidewalk within the right of way, shall be responsible for the maintenance and repair of such sidewalk. An affirmative act of the Town, its employees or its agents does not include where growing tree roots lift or otherwise cause a declivity in a sidewalk, regardless of whether the tree causing the condition was planted by the Town, its employees or its agents. Any improvements such as construction, reconstruction, paving, repaving, curbing, recurbing, improving and repairing of sidewalks in this Town shall be made at the expense of the owner or owners of the land in front of which any such improvements as aforesaid shall be made. The Town shall not bear any civil liability for injuries caused by the failure of a property owner to properly maintain or repair an adjacent sidewalk; in the case of an injury caused by an unmaintained or unrepaired sidewalk, the adjacent property owner(s) shall be solely responsible and shall bear all liability for the same. 
BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED that all other provisions of Article 4 not amended hereby shall remain in full force and effect.
BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED that this Ordinance shall take effect upon passage and publication in accordance with law.
ORDINANCE 2024-07- NOTICE
Notice is hereby given that the aforesaid ordinance was introduced at a regular meeting of the Common Council of the Town of Hackettstown, New Jersey, held on April 11, 2024, and that a regular meeting of the same to be held on May 9, 2024 at the Municipal Building, 215 Stiger Street, Hackettstown, New Jersey, at the hour 7:00 o’clock in the evening, the said Common Council will consider the final passage of said ordinance. 
					
							_____________________________
							P.J. Reilly 
							Town Clerk/Administrator
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