ORDINANCE NO. 2025-13
AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWN OF HACKETTSTOWN REGULATING AND REQUIRING THE LICENSING OF BARBERSHOPS,  HAIRDRESSING,  COSMETOLOGY AND NAIL SALON ESTABLISHMENTS WITHIN THE TOWN OF HACKETTSTOWN

WHEREAS, the Town of Hackettstown is desirous to enact an Ordinance to ensure the  licensing of barbershops, beauty parlors/hair salons, and nail salons in the interest of the safety, health and welfare of the public; and

WHEREAS, in furtherance of same, the Mayor and Common Council are desirous to add to Chapter 8, a new Article 16 establishing regulations and mercantile licensing requirements for Personal Care Establishments.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Common Council of the Town of Hackettstown, County of Warren, State of New Jersey, as follows:

§ 8-190.  Purpose and Authority . 

This ordinance is enacted in furtherance of the promotion of public safety, sanitation, and accountability among businesses operating within the Town of Hackettstown, while recognizing that professional licensure and sanitary standards for barbers, cosmetologists, and related occupations are governed by the New Jersey State Board of Cosmetology and Hairstyling under N.J.S.A. 45:5B-1 et seq. The purpose of this chapter is to ensure that all such establishments 1) maintain valid State of New Jersey licensure, 2) comply with applicable zoning, building and fire codes and 3) operate in a safe and sanitary manner consistent with state and county health regulations.

§ 8-191.  Definitions. As used in this chapter, the following terms shall have the meanings indicated:
As used in this chapter, the following terms shall have the meanings indicated:
BARBER — Any person who is licensed to engage in any of the practices encompassed in barbering.
BARBERING — Any one or combination of the following practices when done on the human body for cosmetic purposes and not for the treatment of disease or physical or mental ailments and when done for payment either directly or indirectly or when done without payment for the general public:
A. Shaving or trimming of the beard, mustache or other facial hair;
B. Shampooing, cutting, arranging, relaxing or styling of the hair; 
C. Singeing or dyeing of the hair;
D. Applying cosmetic preparations, antiseptics, tonics, lotions or creams to the hair, scalp, face or neck:
E. Massaging, cleansing or stimulating the face, neck or scalp with or without cosmetic preparations, either by hand, mechanical or electrical appliances: or
F. Cutting, fitting, coloring or styling of hairpieces or wigs, to the extent that the services are performed while the wig is being worn by a person.
BARBERSHOP — Any establishment engaged in the practice of barbering for the public.
DESIGNEE — Any person designated by the Health Officer to act for him/her in the performance of his/ her duties.
HAIRDRESSER/COSMETICIAN or COSMETOLOGIST-HAIRSTYLIST — Any person who is licensed to engage in the practices encompassed in cosmetology and hairstyling as set forth in N.J.S.A. 45:5B-3 (i).
HAIRDRESSING AND COSMETOLOGY — Any one or combination of the practices as outlined in N.J.S.A. 45:5B-3(j) when done on the human body for cosmetic purposes and not for the treatment of disease or physical or mental ailments and when done for payment either directly or indirectly or when done without payment for the general public.
HAIRDRESSING OR COSMETOLOGY SHOP/SALON — Any establishment engaged in the practice of hairdressing, cosmetology, or barbering for the public.
HEALTH OFFICER — The Health Officer or his/her duly authorized representative.
NAIL SALON/SHOP — Any establishment engaged in the practice of cutting, shaping, polishing or enhancing the appearance of the nails of the hands or feet, including, but not limited to the application and removal of sculptured or artificial nails.
NAIL TECHNICIAN — A person who, for compensation, cuts, shapes, polishes or enhances the appearance of the nails of the hands or feet, including but not limited to the application and removal of sculptured or artificial nails.
OPERATOR — A person who owns, leases, or manages a shop/salon, or any licensed person performing barbering, hairdressing, cosmetology, manicuring or waxing.
OWNER — A person who owns a shop/salon establishment and is responsible for upholding the regulations of this chapter in all areas of the establishment.
PERSON — An individual, firm, partnership, company, corporation, trustee, association or any public or private entity.
PERSON IN CHARGE — The individual present in a barbershop or hairdressing and/or cosmetology salon/shop or nail salon/shop that is the apparent supervisor of the barbershop or hairdressing and/or cosmetology shop/salon or nail salon/shop at the time of inspection. If no individual claims to be a supervisor, then any employee present is deemed to be the person in charge for the purposes of this chapter.
PRACTICING LICENSEE -  Any person who holds a license to practice barbering, beauty culture, cosmetology and hairstyling, manicuring or as a skin care specialist.
SANITARY CONDITIONS — Safe and clean shop/salon conditions that prevent the spread of communicable diseases and protect the public's health and welfare.
§ 8-192.  Distance and Location.
A. Barbershops: No establishment primarily engaged in Barbering shall be located within 1,000 feet of another such establishment, measured from property line to property line.
B. Hairdressing Shop/Salon: No establishment primarily engaged in Hairdressing Shop/Salon shall be located within 1,000 linear feet of another such establishment measured from property line to property line.
C. Nail Salons: No establishment primarily operating as a Nail Salon shall be located within 1,000 linear feet of another such establishment, measured from property line to property line.
D. Applicability:
1. These restrictions apply in all zoning districts where such uses are permitted or conditionally permitted.
2. Distances shall be measured in a straight line (“as the crow flies”) between the nearest property lines of the establishments.
3. Existing, lawfully operating establishments as of the effective date of this ordinance shall be deemed pre-existing nonconforming uses and may continue to operate, but may not expand, relocate, or transfer to another premises within a restricted radius.
§ 8-193.  Local License Required.
A. No Person shall open, operate, or maintain a Barbershop, Hairdressing, Cosmetology, or Nail Salon establishment within the Town of Hackettstown without first obtaining a Mercantile License issued by the Town in accordance with this Chapter.
B. The Mercantile License shall be in addition to, and not a substitute for, any license required by the New Jersey State Board of Cosmetology and Hairstyling.
C. The issuance of a Mercantile License shall be obtained in conjunction with a Business License pursuant to Chapter 8, Article 16 of the Town Code, entitled “Liability Insurance and Annual Registration Requirements for Businesses.” The Mercantile License shall be in addition to, and not a substitute for a Business License.
D. The issuance of a Mercantile License shall not confer authority to practice Barbering or Cosmetology without a valid license from the State of New Jersey.
§ 8-194. Application for License.
A. Each applicant shall submit to the Clerk’s Office, an application on forms provided by the Town, including:
1. Name, address, and contact information of the Owner and Operator of the establishment.
2. The State Board establishment license number and copies of current State Board licenses and current photographs for each Practicing Licensee, such as a Barber, Cosmetologist, or Technician. 
3. No person shall operate any Barbershop, Hairdressing, Cosmetology Salon/Shop or Nail Salon/Shop, without first securing and providing proof of any and all applicable licenses from the New Jersey Board of Cosmetology and Hairstyling.
B. The Code Enforcement Officer or his designee may verify the validity of State licenses with the Division of Consumer Affairs prior to issuing the Mercantile License.
C. Prior to issuing the Mercantile License, every Barbershop, Hairdressing, Cosmetology Salon/Shop or Nail Salon/Shop must comply with local building, zoning and all other applicable ordinances.
D. No Mercantile License shall be issued or renewed until a completed application has been submitted and the applicant's Barbershop or Hairdressing and/or Cosmetology Salon/Shop or Nail Salon/Shop meets the requirements set forth in this chapter and all other applicable state, county and local regulations.
§ 8-195.  Term and Renewal.
A. All Mercantile Licenses issued under this Chapter shall be valid until December 31 of each year as noted on the License unless suspended, or until such time as the facility changes owners, close, or goes out of business.
B. Licenses shall not be transferable from Person to Person or from location to location. Any planned change in ownership of a facility must be reported promptly to the Town of Hackettstown, and such changes must be approved by the Town prior to the issuance of a new Mercantile License.  Renewal applications must be submitted no later than December 31 of each year, with updated State license information.
§ 8-196. Display of Licenses.
A. The Mercantile License and all State Board licenses shall be conspicuously displayed at the business premises at all time and available for observation to all patrons entering said location. 
B. Failure to display the required licenses shall constitute a violation of this Chapter and result in suspension.
§ 8-197. Compliance with Health and Safety Regulations
A.  All establishments shall comply with:
1.   The sanitation and cleanliness requirements promulgated by the New Jersey State Board of Cosmetology and Hairstyling; and  
2. All applicable County and State public health regulations.
3. No Person shall provide Barbering, Cosmetology and/or Hairstyling services in a Barbershop, Salon, Nail Salon or other similar establishment without being in compliance with the New Jersey Board of Cosmetology and Hairstyling for the particular specialty or service said person is providing. 
4. Compliance; misrepresentation. Any application which fails to conform or to comply with the requirements of this chapter or which contains any false statements or misrepresentations shall constitute sufficient grounds for the denial of the application. Any license which may be issued based on false information or misrepresentation contained in the application shall be subject to suspension or revocation in addition to penalties hereinafter mentioned.
5. The Code Enforcement Officer shall not conduct independent sanitary inspections of the Sanitary Conditions of Barbershops or Salons but shall refer any suspected violations to the Warren County Health Department or the State Board of Cosmetology and Hairstyling.
§ 8-198. Suspension or Revocation
A.  A Mercantile License may be suspended or revoked for:
1. Failure to comply with this Chapter;
2. Failure to maintain valid license(s) from the State of New Jersey;
3. Violation of any applicable county and/or state public health regulations or applicable zoning, fire, or building code regulations or other applicable local ordinances; 
4. Providing false information or misrepresentation in the application for a Mercantile License under this Chapter;
5. Conviction of the licensee for fraudulent or illegal business conduct related to the licensed premises.
B. Prior to suspension or revocation, the licensee shall be provided written notice and an opportunity to be heard before the Governing Body.
§ 8-199. Appeal of a license suspension or revocation.
A. Whenever an application for a license or renewal is denied, or a license is revoked or suspended pursuant to this Chapter, the applicant or licensee may appeal such to the Mayor and Common Council  by filing a written notice of appeal with the Town Clerk within ten (10) days after receiving written notice of the denial, revocation or suspension. The Town Clerk shall thereafter hold a hearing within twenty (20) days on the matter and may modify, affirm or reverse the decision. 
§ 8-200. Enforcement and Penalties.
A. This chapter shall be enforced by the Code Enforcement Officer.
B. Any person, firm or corporation who shall violate any of the provisions of this Article shall, upon conviction, be punished by a fine of not less than $750.00 and not more than $1,000.00, or by imprisonment for a period not to exceed ninety (90) days, or by both such fine and imprisonment. Each violation of any of the provisions of this Article and each day the same is violated shall be deemed and taken to be a separate and distinct offense.

SECTION 2. All Ordinances or parts of Ordinances inconsistent herewith are repealed as to such inconsistencies.

SECTION 3. If any section, subsection, sentence, clause, phrase or portion of this Ordinance is for any reason held invalid or unconstitutional by any court of competent jurisdiction, such portion shall be deemed a separate, distinct and independent provision, and such holding shall not affect the validity of the remaining portions thereof. 

SECTION 4. This Ordinance shall take effect upon final passage and publication according to law. If any section, paragraph, subdivision, clause or provision of this Ordinance shall be adjudged invalid, such adjudication shall apply only to that section, subdivision, clause or provision so adjudged and the remainder of this Ordinance shall be deemed to be valid and effective.



Notice
Notice is hereby given that the aforesaid ordinance was introduced at a regular meeting of the Common Council of the Town of Hackettstown, County of Warren, State of New Jersey, held on November 13, 2025, and that a regular meeting of the same to be held on December 11, 2025 at the Municipal Building, 215 West Stiger Street, Hackettstown, New Jersey, at the hour 7:00 o’clock in the evening, the said Common Council will consider the final passage of said ordinance.


______________________________
PJ Reilly
Town Clerk/Administrator




